
7

The Parable of the Lost Son

Prepared reading for the teacher

Luke 15: 11 - 31

Resources for the teacher during the presentation of the lesson

Jelly sweets of pigs/farm animals
Carton cut in the form of a book mark
Example of a piglet
Crayons
Glue
Scissors

Lesson Content

The heading of this parable of Jesus should rather have been “The Loving Father” and not 
“The Lost Son”! What an example of the love of a father! 

One day Jesus told the following story: There once was a man who had two sons. The 
younger son did not want to wait until his father’s death to receive his inheritance. He 
wanted his money earlier. If a child asks his father for his inheritance it is as if the child 
is saying to his father, “You are already dead to me!” An inheritance is something a child 
receives after the death of his/her parents. It must be awful for a father to be treated so 
badly by his own child. The younger son packed his bags and went off into the wide world. 
He went to live in a country far away and wasted his inheritance on wild parties with lots of 
his friends. 

After all his wild parties, bad friends and reckless living, the young man had no more 
money left. Then there was a famine (probably a recession too) in the country where he 
lived. Suddenly he was in distress. He now had to beg for food and work in a foreign 
country and in this way he ended up with a pig farmer. According to the Jewish faith, pigs 
were dirty and unclean animals. For a Jew it would have been the pinnacle of 
uncleanness to care for pigs on a heathen’s  farm. Such a man would have been despised 
by other Jews. They would have mocked and condemned him. The young man was so 
hungry that he wanted to eat the pigs’ food! The young man’s desire to eat the pigs’ food 
was definitely the lowest point any Jew could sink to. Jesus wants to show us that this 
young man’s life turned out in the worst possible way. The young man’s need was huge. 
He was dying in misery. And to think that even the slaves in his father’s house had food 
and a roof over their heads! He decided to go back to his father and to ask his father’s 
forgiveness for his bad behaviour. He was even willing to be treated as an ordinary worker 
in his father’s house, if his misery could just end! 

The Bible says “Call upon me in the day of trouble” (Psalm 50:15). I think it’s what this guy 
did!   
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He went back, not only because of his love for his parents, but because he knew there 
waited a better life for him. Is this not exactly the way we are? We love the Lord for what 
He can give us, not for who He is. We know Him when we are in trouble, because we 
expect something better. But when it goes well with us again, we forget Him. 

When the young man was still a long way off, his father recognised him. It is interesting 
that the father saw the son while he was still far away. I wonder if the father was not 
looking every day to see if his son will return that day. The father ran to his son, hugged 
him and kissed him. The son admitted that he behaved badly toward God and his parents 
and begged for forgiveness. The father was so overwhelmed with gladness that he did not 
let his son finish his apology. He knew what his son wanted to say and how sorry he was 
about everything. God also knows about our sin even before we confess it.  

The father was so glad to see his son that he called the servants to prepare a feast. He put 
a ring on his son’s finger (a symbol of authority) and gave him shoes to wear. The shoes 
would distinguish him from the slaves, who went barefoot and would show him to be a 
free man and the son of the owner. 

An order was given to kill the fattened calf. In Jewish times something like this would only 
happen on a very special occasion. They ate and laughed and celebrated, because the son 
everyone thought was dead, was alive and came home. 

But the older son did not like what he saw. He was in the field and when he came back, he 
saw that there was a big celebration going on. He asked one of his father’s slaves: “What 
is happening?” The older son did not even ask his father. I wonder whether there was a 
strained relationship between father and son even before this incident. The older son did 
not hesitate to attack his brother’s character. He was so angry that he did not even want 
to greet his brother. He was so annoyed with the whole situation that he did not even call 
him “my brother” but “my father’s son”. He was truly annoyed with the state of affairs. The 
father was saddened by this turn of events. The older son reminds us of the Pharisees, 
don’t you think? The son tried to keep all the laws and obeyed his father. The Pharisees 
also tried to keep each and every law and decree. By focusing on every tiny detail, they 
lost sight of the bigger picture. They forgot to show through their lives that they loved God 
(Luke 11: 42). The Pharisees’ (and the older son’s) obedience to the father was not born 
out of love, but was an empty, religious spectacle (Matthew 6:1-2).  

The father invited the older son to join in the festivities, but the older son did not want to. 
He reproached his father. His father never prepared a feast for him and his friends! We are 
all like this older son. We are jealous when something good happens to other people or 
when they experience prosperity. We should rather rejoice with them and be glad that we 
can dwell in the house of the Lord. We should praise God for His goodness. 

Just like the sons in this parable, we as Christians take the Lord and His blessings for 
granted. Remember that everything we have and receive is only by His grace and we must 
be grateful to our Heavenly Father. 

Questions for clever little ears

• Where did the younger son find work when his money ran out?
• Why did he decide to go back to his father?
• How did the older son react on his brother’s homecoming?

Stickers

Let’s find the stickers for the “Parable of the Lost Son.” Paste it in the right place in your 
Odos book. 
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Discussion points

- Where are you in your relationship with the Lord?
- 1: At the Father’s house?
- 2: Away from home, where you are wasting what God gave you?
- 3: In the pigsty, where you feel worthless?
- 4: On your way back home?
- 5: In the Father’s arms?

Life lesson

We did not do anything that can force God to love us, and yet He loves us exceedingly. 

Our prayer for today

Lord Jesus, even before we confess our sins, You already know what we did wrong. Yet, 
You love us exceedingly. Thank you for Your love. 

Amen

Munchie fun

Jelly sweets of pig faces/ farm animals (Woolworths sells sweets like this). This can remind 
us of the low point in the young man’s life.  

Creative activity

We will make a book mark with a pig’s face on it. This will remind us to be on the right 
place (in our books) and not to hang out with the pigs.  

Bible verse for the week

Luke 15: 20 (NIV)

“So he got up and went to his father. But while he was still a long way off, his father saw 
him and was filled with compassion for him; he ran to his son, threw his arms around him 
and kissed him.”

Just for fun

Divide the class in four groups. Each group must have the same number of children. Each 
group receives a pair of chopsticks. Each member of the group receives one jelly sweet. 
Put a bowl in the middle, the same distance from all the groups. The first member of the 
group picks up the sweet with the chopsticks, stands up and goes over to the bowl and 
places it in the bowl. As soon as the first member sits down again, the second member of 
the group can do the same. If the sweet falls, the child must sit down and start over again. 
The group whose sweets are all in the bowl first, wins. 
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The Parable Cancelled Debt 

Prepared reading for the teacher

Luke 7: 41 - 43

Resources for the teacher during the presentation of the lesson

Chocolate coins
Bunches of lavender
Ribbons for each child 
Flash cards, with words on it, for each group

Lesson Content

In this parable Jesus contrasts two people with each other and shows that one surpasses 
the other by far. 

When Jesus told this parable, he was eating with a couple of other men at the house of 
Simon, the Pharisee. In the same town a woman lived who led a very sinful and bad life. 
Somewhere she heard the message of the forgiveness of sin and believed it. When she 
heard that Jesus was eating at the house of Simon, the Pharisee, she decided to go there. 
She must have been quite brave to do this, because with her background, the Pharisees 
would have considered her as an unclean person. In spite of this, she slipped into the 
house and went and stood at Jesus’ feet. As the custom was at the time, Jesus was 
reclining on his side at a low dinner table, with his feet to the outside. The bad woman 
stood at Jesus’ feet and started to cry. Her tears dripped on Jesus’ feet. She dried Jesus’ 
feet with her long hair, and rubbed his feet with a very expensive perfume from a jar. 

Obviously Simon, the Pharisee, was quite upset with the show  this bad woman put on in 
his house. Simon even started to doubt whether Jesus could really be a prophet, because 
if He was a prophet, He would have known that contact with this woman made Him 
unclean. Simon might allow this woman to enter his house, but he would never in his life 
allow her to touch him!

Jesus, however, knew what was going on in both their hearts. He also knew exactly what 
Simon thought of Him. Then Jesus told the following story:

Two men owed the bank manager money. The one owed R50, the other R500 – ten times 
as much. When they could not pay, the bank manager decided after a while to cancel the 
debt of both men. 

Jesus’ question was: Which one of these two men will love the bank manager the most 
and show the most thankfulness? Obviously the one who owed the most money, don’t you 
think? 
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Simon was actually quite a rude host. He did not provide water for Jesus to wash His feet 
before the meal, as the custom was in those days. But the woman washed Jesus’ feet with 
her tears. Simon did not give Jesus a warm handshake or a friendly hug, but the woman 
did not stop kissing Jesus’ feet. 

The woman had nothing to be proud of. She totally trusted in the grace of Jesus alone. Her 
faith in Jesus saved her. The one who had the most sins forgiven (the one who owed the 
most money) was the one who showed the most love to Jesus.

Questions for clever little ears

• At whose house did Jesus eat in this story?
• What happened there?
• What story did Jesus tell then?

Stickers

Let’s find the stickers for the “Parable of the Cancelled Debt”. Paste it in the right place in 
your Odos book. 

Discussion points

• Do you know children who think they are better than others? Why do they think   
 that? Do they have reason to be proud? 
• Do you know of someone whose life was changed dramatically when they were     
           converted?

Life lesson

Do not trust in your own cleverness. Everything you have and is, is only by grace.

Our prayer for today

Lord Jesus, we sometimes think we have less sins than other people. Open our eyes and 
wake us up, please! We beg You to forgive us that we are so important in our own eyes.  

Amen

Munchie fun
 
We eat chocolate coins today to remind us of the parable of the two men who owed 
money. 

Creative activity

Today we don’t have the custom to anoint people with perfume anymore, but we still treat 
each other with gifts of articles that smell good. We are going to tie a bunch of lavender 
with a ribbon to give to mommy. Each child receives a few stalks of lavender and a piece 
of ribbon. They can cut the stems to the same length and tie the stems together. Maybe 
you could drip a few drops of lavender oil on the bunch of lavender to increase the scent.
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Bible verse for the week

Luke 7: 42 – 43 (NIV)

“’Neither of them had the money to pay him back, so he cancelled the debts of both. Now 
which of them will love him more?’ Simon replied, ‘I suppose the one who had the bigger 
debt cancelled.’ ‘You have judged correctly,’ Jesus said.”

Just for fun

Divide the class into three groups. Write a couple of words on the blackboard or on cards. 
Give it to each group. (The words on all three cards are the same.)

The group must make up a story in a certain amount of time by using all the words on the 
card. Examples of words: love, naughty, one day, sad, terrible, happy, ears, forgive etc. 
One child from each group can tell the story to the other groups. 
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The Parable of the Ten Girls 

Prepared reading for the teacher

Matthew 25: 1 – 13

This parable about ten young girls who wanted  to attend a wedding is only found in the 
Gospel of Matthew. Most Bible scholars believe that this book in the Bible was written by 
Matthew, also known as Levi, one of Jesus’ disciples. Matthew was a tax collector and 
worked for the Roman government. He had to collect taxes from the Jews. He was 
therefore not very popular with the Jews – but Jesus changed his life. 

Matthew wrote down Jesus’ words especially for the Jews of that time, especially for the 
first Christian Jews. For centuries the Jews were oppressed and humiliated – they were 
ready for the coming of the Messiah! Even though Jesus was not exactly what they 
expected, He fulfilled the Old Testament prophecies.

The book Matthew refers many times specifically to the Old Testament to try to convince 
the Jews that Jesus was the true Messiah. Remember, the Jews lived in accordance to the 
Old Testament. There are +- 60 references to Old Testament prophecies in Matthew and 
the Old Testament is quoted 40 times in book of Matthew.

Resources for the teacher during the presentation of the lesson

An Example of an oil lamp
Fruit cake
A4 paper for each child
Different colour crayons
A Candle for each table/group

Lesson Content

Jesus told this story to encourage His followers to be always ready for His second coming, 
even though it may be after a long time. 

There was ten young girls who wanted to attend a wedding. As was the custom in those 
days, they stood beside the road to wait for the bridegroom. Nobody knew the exact time 
the bridegroom would arrive. Five of the young girls was clever enough to bring along extra 
oil for their lamps, but the other five was unprepared. They waited a very long time for 
the bridegroom and when the bridegroom stayed away, five of the girls’ oil started to run 
out. The five without the extra oil begged their friends for help, but they only had enough 
oil for themselves! The five hurried away to go and buy oil, but while they were away, the 
bridegroom arrived and everyone welcomed him. The doors of the reception hall was 
closed and the wedding feast began. When the other five eventually arrived at the
reception hall, the bridegroom did not recognise their voices and they were not invited to 
join the festivities.  
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Jesus wants to tell Christians through this story that we must persevere to the end and be 
faithful to what we believe – then He will see us as sensible and wise. When you are a wise 
follower, you will behave responsibly (your lamp will stay full). 

A wedding feast is used as an image of the second coming of the Lord. Weddings today 
are different from weddings in those days. Today people wait for the bride in the church, 
but in those days the people waited beside the road for the bridegroom. When he finally       
arrived, someone would run ahead to warn the guests that they must be ready, because 
the bridegroom was on his way.

In Jesus’ time the lamps he was talking about was probably torch flares. The bridesmaids 
were waiting outside with their torch flares for the bridegroom. These torch flares were 
sticks with rags twisted around it. These rags had to be drenched in oil every 15 minutes 
or so to keep them burning.  To have extra oil was indispensable, because no one knew 
how long they would have to wait. The oil represents the faith of the believers.

In this parable Jesus is actually saying that if you behave unwisely, it does not help to 
make lame excuses. It is your own responsibility to be ready for the second coming of 
Jesus. Do not try to “borrow” faith (oil) from someone else. Only the bridegroom (Jesus) 
can stir up faith in someone. 

We read further that the torch bearers departed for the house of the bridegroom’s father 
where they danced joyfully. But oh dear, some of the girls’ torches started to die and they 
quickly had to make a plan. When they arrived later at the wedding feast they called for 
help to enter: “Sir, sir!” When we look at the Greek translation we see that the word “Sir” is 
the same word as “Lord”.  They are actually calling to God to help them. But it is too late! 
When the “bridegroom” has arrived, it is too late to try to make things right with Him.

Jesus ends this parable by saying: NO-ONE knows when the end will come or when the 
time of the second coming will be. It will be a surprise. Do not concern yourself with 
predictions. Just be ready for Jesus’ return.

Questions for clever little ears

• For whom are the ten bridesmaids waiting?
• Why are they waiting?
• What happened then?

Stickers

Let’s find the stickers for the “Parable of the Ten Girls”. Paste it in the right place in your 
Odos book. 

Discussion points

• Do you believe that the Lord will return to the earth?
• What do you think about the predictions of the end of the world?
• Do you see some of the signs of the end of times that Jesus spoke of in the Bible? 

Life lesson

Be ready at all times for the time when Jesus will return to take us with Him.
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Our prayer for today

Lord Jesus, let us live as if today is our last day. As if we have a terminal illness and want 
to live to the full for Your glory. We wait for Your return with hearts full of excitement. 

Amen

Munchie fun

A piece of fruit cake for each child. We eat this at weddings today. Weddings may have 
changed a lot through the ages, but God did not change!

Creative activity

Today we are going to melt crayons by holding it over a candle and dripping the wax on 
paper. To work with a flame is dangerous. The girls had torch flares, almost like candles, 
but they were not careful with it. 

Bible verse for the week

Matthew 25: 13 (NIV)

“Therefore keep watch, because you do not know the day or the hour.”

Just for fun

For the first time this year we are going to have a Bible quiz. Divide the class into two 
groups. If they answer incorrectly, they lose a point and the other group gets a chance to 
answer. 
1. Bible scholars think the book of Job is the oldest book of the Bible. True or False?   
 (True)
2. What is the last book of the Bible? (Revelation)
3. David wrote all the Psalms. True or False? (False, he wrote many of the Psalms, but   
 not all of them.)
4. Bible Scholars believe Damascus is the oldest city in the world. True or False?   
 (True)
5. In which river was Jesus baptised? (The Jordan River)
6. What was Paul’s name before he was converted? (Saul)
7. Who was the first king of Israel? (Saul) 
8. And the second king of Israel? (David)
9. What work did Jesus’ earthly father, Joseph, do? (He was a carpenter, someone   
 who worked with wood.)
10. Name any two of the Ten Commandments. 



17

The Parable of the Two Sons

Prepared reading for the teacher

Matthew 21: 28 - 32

Resources for the teacher during the presentation of the lesson

Grape juice
Purple icing 
Raisins 
Paper plates
Large piece of paper or couple of pieces of carton pasted together 
Crayons

Lesson Content

“What do you think of this story?” Jesus one day asked the Jewish leaders.
 
A father, who was a farmer, had two sons. One day the father asked his first son to help 
him on the farm that day. But the son answered: “No, thanks, Dad, I don’t feel like it.”  
Afterwards he felt bad that he was so rude to his father and went to work on the farm 
anyway.  The father kept vineyards or was a grape farmer. We already know that the word 
“vineyard” in the Old Testament (Isaiah 5: 1-10) refers to God’s people, Israel, and in the 
New Testament it refers to the kingdom of God.

In the meantime, the father went to the second son.  “Sure, Dad, I will go and help,” the 
second son answered without hesitating, but he never went. He never put his thoughts into 
action and just stayed away. His answer was just empty words! 

Which son do you think did what his father asked him? 

In this story the two sons represent two groups of people. The first son represents the tax 
collectors, prostitutes or other bad people. They were sinners that did not want to accept 
the word of God, but in the end they listened to John, the Baptist’s preaching. Something 
of God’s word stuck in their hearts. 
The second son represents all the pious, Jewish religious leaders such as the Pharisees 
and the Sadducees. Through their hypocrisy they created the impression that they were 
doing God’s will, but they did not pay any attention to the word of God or John, the 
Baptist’s preaching.

God calls every one of us to work in His vineyard. If you are His child, He is calling you! His 
nation, Israel rejected Him (just like the second son). What do you do? We should rather 
not make any promises, than to make quick promises to God that we do not carry out 
(Ecclesiastes 5). Talk is cheap (Yes! Yes!). It does not cost you anything, but to show your 
faithfulness to God through your deeds is something else entirely. When someone 
promised to follow the Lord, Jesus often warned them to “Go count the cost.”  
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God does not despise a repentant heart (Psalm 51) and will not turn you away if your initial 
answer of “NO” is followed up and rectified by your work in His kingdom. This must be a 
lesson for all of us: Do not judge people too quickly. God can change anyone’s life.

Questions for clever little ears

• What did the father ask the two sons?
• What was the first son’s answer and what did he do then? 
• The first son represents what kind of people? Of what type of people is he a    
 symbol? 

Stickers

Let’s find the stickers for the “Parable of the Two Sons”. Paste it in the right place in your 
Odos book.

Discussion points

• Have you ever promised something to God or tried to reach an agreement with Him  
 about something? I will do something for You, if You do something for me! Give an   
 example. 
• Did a friend of yours ever promised you something that he or she did not do? How   
 did it make you feel?

Life lesson

Rather say no to a total commitment to God, than to make promises that you do not keep. 
Always live as if today is your last day – totally committed to God.

Our prayer for today

Lord Jesus, we ask forgiveness for all the promises we made and did not keep. Give us the 
strength to work with devotion in Your vineyard. 

Amen

Munchie fun 

Grape juice for each child. This was the crop of the farmer in the parable. 

Creative activity

Spread the purple icing into the form of a triangle on your paper plate. We are going to 
stick raisins on the icing to form a cluster of grapes. The children can draw a leave and 
stem if they want to.  

Bible verse for the week

Matthew 21: 31

“’Which of the two did what his father wanted?’” ‘The first,’ they answered. Jesus said to 
them, ‘I tell you the truth, the tax collectors and the prostitutes are entering the kingdom 
of God ahead of you.’”
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Just for fun

Paste a large piece of paper against the wall. Unprinted newspaper or a few pieces of 
carton pasted together will work well. Give the children chance to work in groups of 
three. Each group gets a chance to come and write something on the graffiti wall. You can 
choose any theme. Examples: 

• What would you do on your last day on earth?
• One thing that you are grateful for?
• What do you want most in life?
• What would you like to change at your school?
• Your best joke ever?

Use vivid colours to make it interesting. You could keep the piece of paper until the end of 
the year to see how the children’s ideas have changed. 
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The Parable of the Sower 

Prepared reading for the teacher

Matthew 13: 1 - 23

Resources for the teacher during the presentation of the lesson

Pumpkin seeds/sunflower seeds/raw peas 
Green icing 
Marie biscuits
Poppy seeds
Drinking straws for each child
Beans

Lesson Content

One day Jesus spoke to a large crowd from a boat. There was a farmer who sowed seeds 
in his fields. The sowers in Jesus’ time did not do their sowing with machines, but sowed 
by hand. Therefore the seeds in this story fell in different places. The “sower” represents 
Jesus, or you, or anyone else who proclaims the Word of the Lord. The “seed” is the Word 
of the Gospel of Jesus, of course. 

The first part of the seed fell on a path going through the farmer’s fields. But the birds 
came quickly and ate it up. This means there are people who hear the message of God, 
but it never penetrates their hearts. They do not take much notice of it and quickly forget 
what they hear. These people do not understand God’s Word and their hearts are hard, 
just as the soil of the path. It is your duty as a Christian to study God’s Word and to try and 
understand it. 

The second part of the seeds fell on rocky places. It sprang up quickly, but the plants 
could not form deep roots, because there was only a small amount of fertile soil on the 
rocky places. Without deep roots the plants dried up quickly and before long the sun 
burned these plants and they shrivelled up and died. This shows there are people who 
hear God’s message with joy and they are excited about it. For a while they “grow” well, 
but as soon as their faith demands something of them, they are suddenly not convinced 
that this is what they want anymore. Beware that your faith does not “disappear” as soon 
as you have to stand up for Jesus. 

The third part of the seed fell among the thorns and weeds. The weeds started to choke 
the plants. This is like people who hear God’s message, but all the “normal” things of life, 
for example power and money and social position smothers their faith. You are swamped 
by your worldly desires and do not have any time or strength to do what God asks of you. 
Weeds usually grow more quickly than wheat. Do not allow worldly things to “smother” and 
“choke” Jesus in your life. 

The last part of the seed fell in the ploughed field, the good soil. This was the soil that 
was well prepared to receive the seed. These plants grew up and delivered a harvest that 
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exceeded all expectations. This represents people who hear God’s message and it touches 
their hearts. These people want to serve God with their whole heart. People like this hear 
God’s Word and apply it to their life immediately. They try to live the right way and there is 
no stopping their faith. 

We see in this story that the seed (God’s Gospel) fell on different places (people). When 
we share Jesus’ Word with people, we should not be discouraged if they do not listen or if 
everyone does not repent immediately. Somewhere among the people you share the Word 
with, there will be people who are “good soil”. 

Questions for clever little ears

• Name two places where the seed fell in this parable. 
• What is the meaning of the seed that fell between the thorns and weeds? 
• What is the meaning of the seed that fell in the ploughed field, on good soil?

Stickers

Let us find the stickers for the “Parable of the Sower”. Paste it in the right place in your 
Odos book. 

Discussion points

• Is there something in your life that prevents you or makes you afraid of obeying the  
 Word of God? 
• Which part of the seed do you think you are? 
• Is it reason enough to stop “sowing” just because only a small part of the seed falls  
 on good soil? 

Life lesson

A heart that receives the Word easily, will produce fruit. Just wait, God will exceed all your 
expectations. 

Our prayer for today

Lord Jesus, make our hearts soft and receptive to your Word. Help us to grow and produce 
fruit to honour Your name.

Amen

Munchie fun

Taste pumpkin seeds/sunflower seeds/ raw peas. These seeds can remind us of the seed 
that was sowed in this parable. 

Creative activity

Paint green icing on Marie biscuits to represent the fertile field. Scatter poppy seeds on the 
icing. Make sure your seeds fall on the fertile, green soil!

Bible verse for the week

Matthew 13: 23 (NIV)
“But the one who received the seed that fell on good soil is the man who hears the word 
and understands it. He produces a crop, yielding a hundred, sixty or thirty times what was 
sown.”
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Just for fun

Divide the class into two groups. Each child receives a straw. The groups must sit in a 
circle. In the middle of the circle is a bowl with beans. Each child must pick up the bean 
by sucking the air through the straw, so that the bean gets stuck to the straw. The child 
must get up and drop the bean in a bowl at the group leader. When each member of the 
group had a chance, that group is the winner. You can do more than one round if the 
children do it quickly.  
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The Parable of the Workers 
in the Vineyard

Prepared reading for the teacher

Matthew 20: 1 - 16

Resources for the teacher during the presentation of the lesson

Work sheet of grapes
Grapes
Paint brushes
Purple and green paint
Old Newspapers
Wet cloth /wet wipes

Lesson Content

Then Jesus told this story: Once upon a time there was a farmer who went early in the 
morning to the market place to hire unemployed workers to come and work on his farm 
for the day. He agreed with them about the amount he will pay them – a day’s wages. 

At about 9 o’ clock in the morning he decided that he needed more labourers. So he went 
to the market place again. There were still unemployed labourers waiting at the mar-
ket place, so he hired them immediately. He also agreed with them about the wage he 
will pay them. At 12 o’clock and again at 3 o’ clock the farmer went back to the market 
place. Each time he hired more workers. Late the afternoon, at about 5 o’clock he went 
to the market place for the last time. Believe it or not, there were still a couple of workers 
who could not find any work that day. “Come and work on my farm,” the farmer invited 
them. When night started to fall, the farmer called his foreman and asked him to pay the 
workers. “Start with the men I hired at 5 o’clock and pay the workers I hired early in the 
morning last,” the farmer told his foreman. The workers who began working at 5 o’clock 
received a full day’s wages. The workers who started to work early in the morning thought 
in their hearts: “Great, today we will receive extra pay!” But they received exactly the same 
as the other workers. They were very annoyed by this. “This is unfair! These other workers 
only worked for an hour while we had to work the whole day in the hot sun. We toiled and 
sweated and now they received the same amount as us!”  

The farmer spoke to the disgruntled workers. “I was not being unfair to you. We agreed 
on the amount I was going to pay you. I can decide what I want to pay the workers who 
started to work later. It is my money, after all. Are you angry with me because I treated the 
other workers kindly?” 

Afterwards the workers went home, grumbling all the way. 

In this parable the focus is on God’s grace and kindness. This parable wants to comfort all 
the late arrivals, the poor and unimportant that there is place in God’s kingdom for them. 
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The owner of the vineyard (the farmer) represents God who rules over everyone and 
everything. The word “vineyard” in the Bible often refers to God’s people, Israel. Day 
labourers was workers who were dependent on other people’s mercy to hire them for the 
day. They did not have any regular employment and sat beside the road or on the market 
plain and waited for someone to hire them. Because the owner of the vineyard (Jesus) is 
anxious for his crop (the believers) to be gathered, he is always hiring more workers. 

We are like these day labourers, we are worthless, and spiritually hungry, but when the 
“farmer” notices us, we become part of His kingdom and He bestows His grace on us.

The workers who were hired first, forgot that it was only by grace that they were hired as 
well. They were jealous of the workers who arrived later, because they received the same 
grace. Their reaction shows that the payment of a full day’s wages to the group of workers 
who worked only an hour was understandable but it led to unjust expectations on their 
side. The owner, however, was not being unfair, because He is good and just.  

The lovelessness of the first group will ensure that they will be last in God’s kingdom. 
Through this parable God indirectly warns the Pharisees, His people Israel and the 
disciples against lovelessness.

Questions for clever little ears

• To whom does the owner or farmer in this parable refer to? 
• Was the owner fair in paying all the workers the same wage? 
• How do you think the last group felt when someone hired them at 5 o’clock the   
 afternoon? 

Stickers

Let us find the stickers for the “Parable of the Workers in the Vineyard ”. Paste it in the 
right place in your Odos book. 

Discussion points

• We also see day labourers begging for work beside the roads today. How do you   
 think they feel if they did not get any work for the day? 
• Do you think the last group in this story was more grateful for the work than the   
 first group? Why? 
• Do you think Christians sometimes act unlovingly towards each other? 

Life lesson

You did nothing to deserve God’s salvation. You have nothing to brag about. God’s 
goodness and mercy, demonstrated in the cross of Jesus, is enough. 

Our prayer for today

Lord Jesus, thank you that You saw our spiritual hunger and invited us to come and work 
for You and to be part of Your kingdom. 

Amen

Munchie fun

We eat juicy grapes. The day labourers worked in the owner’s vineyard. What does the 
vineyard represent? (God’s people, Israel.) 
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Creative activity

Work sheet of a cluster of grapes. The children can decide whether they want to colour the 
cluster green or purple.

Bible verse for the week

Matthew 20: 15 – 16 (NIV)

“Don’t I have the right to do what I want with my own money? Or are you envious because 
I am generous? So the last will be first, and the first will be last.” 

Just for fun

Each child gets a page from a newspaper. The purpose of the game is to see who can tear 
the longest, unbroken piece from the newspaper. Decide on a certain length of time, for 
example 4 minutes. When the time is past, compare the pieces. Children’s hands can 
become quite dirty when working with newspaper, so remember to have a wet cloth or 
“wet wipe” ready. 
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The Parable of the True Friend

Prepared reading for the teacher

Luke 11: 5 – 13

Luke is the only book in the Bible with information about Jesus’ childhood. It tells us 
among other things about Jesus’ circumcision and when His parents thought He was lost, 
when He was at the temple. We know that Luke was not one of Jesus’ disciples, but he 
was a doctor, a historian and a missionary. Today we do not know exactly when Luke 
was converted, but we know he was the only non-Jew  who wrote one of the books of the 
Bible. Luke wrote the book of Acts and the Gospel of Luke. We find 17 of Jesus’ parables 
only in the Gospel of Luke and not in any of the other Gospels. 

Resources for the teacher during the presentation of the lesson

Heart-shaped sweets with a message written on it 
Work sheet of a fish 
Tin foil cut/torn into small pieces
Glue
Crayons

Lesson Content

Picture this, Jesus told his followers one day: One day a man unexpectedly arrived at the 
house of his friend in the middle of the night. Because they were good friends, he was 
invited immediately into the house and his friend also wanted to give him something to 
eat.  He discovered that he had no food in the house to give to his friend. He quickly 
walked over to one of his friends, woke him up and asked his help. Even if it was only 
three small loaves, it would help a lot! What do you think was the reaction of the man who 
was woken in the middle of night? Do you think he jumped out of bed and shouted, “Go 
away, I am sleeping! I am not going to get up!” No, he would not do that. Even though you 
do not feel like helping him, you will do it. Because friends help each other, even if it is 
only because you feel sorry for them.
 
If a child asks his dad for a fish, his loving father will not give him a snake! If he asks for 
an egg, he will not receive something terrifying like a scorpion! Now you know, God will 
not do something like that to His children. He is our heavenly Father! 
In this parable Jesus is actually encouraging His disciples to pray (to ask a “friend” for 
something). He assures them that their prayers will be answered, even if it is not answered 
immediately or exactly as they expected. Jesus says that if you have doubts that your 
prayers have any effect, think of your prayers as asking a friend for something. God is 
friendlier than the best, most intimate friend you can imagine. 

The first thing we notice in this story is that it was very late when the man called on his 
friend. It was very inconvenient. How many of you have been woken by a friend who wants 
to borrow something at 12 o’clock at night? Remember, the houses in those days looked a 
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lot different than our houses today.  Most houses had one living room and one bed room, 
and the whole family slept together. If you woke your friend, you probably woke the whole 
household! 

If you ask a favour of a true friend, the answer will usually be yes. This is a friend who 
knows you, who likes you, who feels sorry for you when things are tough, who trusts you 
and who wants to help you. Good friends like to help each other. Jesus says in this story 
that if we ask Him, we will receive the best gift ever, the Holy Spirit. Jesus knows exactly 
what we need, and because He is our Father, He will only give us what is good for us. 

In the Bible, the Holy Spirit is also called the “Spirit of Christ” and the “Spirit of Truth” 
(John 16:13).  The Holy Spirit is not a power or a thought or your conscience. God has 
three persons, God the Father, God the Son and God the Holy Spirit. Jesus will give you a 
part of Himself and of God – the Holy Spirit. All you have to do, is to ask your best Friend 
in prayer! 

Knock on God’s heavenly door and He will open and invite you in. Never be afraid to ask 
God something. It does not matter what it is or when you ask it. Unlike the friend in the 
story, God never sleeps. 

Questions for clever little ears

• Why did the man wake his friend late at night?
• Complete the sentence: If his son asks him for a fish, he will not give him a   
  _________________ (snake) or if his son asks him for an egg, he will not give him a
  __________________ (scorpion). 

Stickers

Let us find the stickers for the “Parable of the True Friend.” Paste it in the right place in 
your Odos book. 

Discussion points

• Do you believe the Lord listens when we pray? 
• Do you believe that God will give us only things that will be good for us? 
• Why do bad things happen to good people? (This is a very difficult question!) 

Life lesson

Do not become weary of speaking to the Lord. Ask Him through prayer about whatever is 
on your heart.

Our prayer for today

Lord Jesus, please fill us with Your Holy Spirit. We knock at Your door and ask You to let 
us in. We want to ask You for the greatest gift of all time, the Holy Spirit.

Amen

Munchie fun

Heart-shaped sweets with a message written on it. One to eat now, and one to give to a 
good friend during the course of the week. 
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Creative activity

Let’s make a fish today. We learned just now: If your friend asks you for a fish, you will not 
give him a snake. Use your work sheet of a fish and colour the fish by using bright colours. 
We will glue pieces of tin foil on the picture to create the fish’s scales. 

Bible verse for the week

Luke 11: 9 (NIV)

“So I say to you: Ask and it will be given to you; seek and you will find; knock and the door 
will be opened to you.” 

Just for fun

Collect examples of slogans or logos. Divide the class into two groups. Guess which 
company is represented by each logo/ slogan. The group who has the most correct 
answers, is the winner.  

Examples of slogans:
The best “4x4 by far” (Toyota)
Nothing sucks like _________ (Electrolux)
Your uncle in the furniture business (Joshua Doore)
Because you’re worth it! (L’Oreal)
For affordable eye care (Spec Savers)
Hands, knees, heels, elbows (Camphor Cream)
Them stones them stones them… (Firestone tyres)
Just do it! (Nike)  
Finger lickin good. (Kentucky)
Don’t be evil. (Google)
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The Parable of the Samaritan 
who Really Cared

Prepared reading for the teacher

Luke 10: 25 - 37

Resources for the teacher during the presentation of the lesson

Chinese/Dutch sweets
Cardboard cut into greeting card size
Collage material e.g. beads, snippets of wrapping paper, ribbons, stickers, etc.
Glue 
Crayons
Koki’s
A roll of toilet paper for each group

Lesson Content

Jesus told this parable when a Pharisee tried to ask Him a trick question: “Tell me, Jesus, 
who is my neighbour  whom I should love as myself?” he asked Jesus. I think this Pharisee 
knew he did not love all people equally and that he believed there were people that he did 
not have to love.  Jesus answered with a question: “What is written in the law of Moses?” 
The Pharisees knew the law of Moses by heart. You must love the Lord, your God with all 
your heart, soul and mind and you must love your neighbour as yourself. 

“You answered correctly,” Jesus answered, “do this and you will be saved.” But the 
Pharisee tried to be clever and asked Jesus “Who is my neighbour? ” 
Jesus then told him the following story…

One day a man was travelling on the road between Jericho and Jerusalem. This road is 
about 27km long. The road drops quickly and winds between mountainous regions and 
the desert towards Jerusalem. Robbers frequently attacked and robbed travellers on this 
road. This also happened to the traveller in this parable. The robbers left him lying 
half-dead next to the road. It so happened, that a priest walked along this road on his 
way to the temple in Jerusalem. When he saw the half-naked man, covered in blood lying 
there, he crossed the road to the other side and passed the man as far away as possible. 
In the same way a Levite was walking past. He was also on his way to the temple, and he 
also walked past the injured man by crossing to the other side of the road.  

A Samaritan who was also travelling on this road, saw the injured man and felt very sorry 
for him. He went to the man, cleaned and bound his wounds and gave him some 
medicine. He helped the man onto his own donkey and took him to an inn. The next 
morning he gave the owner of the inn extra money to take care of the man. If there were 
any extra expenses he would pay the inn-keeper when he came back. 

The Jews hated the Samaritans, and Jesus knew this very well. They looked down on the 
Samaritans and considered them to be unclean. They definitely did not consider the 
Samaritans as their neighbours. Jesus wanted to illustrate through this parable that 
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someone can be your neighbour even though you don’t even like them. The reason why 
the priest and Levite walked past the Samaritan and did not help him was because they 
were on their way to the temple in Jerusalem. If you were a Jew and you touched a dead 
body or blood, you were declared unclean and then you could not enter the temple for a 
couple of days. The priest and the Levite’s religion was more important to them than 
loving other people. The law of ceremonial purity was more important to these two 
religious leaders than the law of loving your neighbour. 

The priest and Levite had good reasons for not touching the injured man. Or what do you 
think? It would cause them a lot of trouble. Maybe it is like someone who is on their way 
to a Bible study and does not want to help someone with a flat tyre, because it will cause 
him to be late. The Lord wants us to show love to all people. 

The Samaritan, on the other hand, the one everyone considered to be unclean from his 
birth, was the one who had sympathy with the traveller when he saw him next to the road. 
He helped the man without thinking about his own safety. He spent time with him, bound 
his wounds, carried him on his donkey. At the inn he ensured that the traveller will be 
cared for. The Samaritan did more than what was expected of him, because his heart was 
right. To love people and help them will always cost you something. It does not necessarily 
cost you money. It means you will have to deny yourself. Love is never just a feeling, it is 
an action word or a verb. It asks you to act on the needs of people you see around you. 

Jesus clearly shows in this parable that He wants people to love each other rather than to 
worry about a lot of man-made rules and regulations. The Samaritan, who was despised by 
the Jews, was an example for the religious, loveless priest and Levite. 

Do not ask God: “Who is my neighbour?” The correct reaction is: “Lord, help me to be a 
neighbour to someone else.”

Questions for clever little ears

• Which two people walked past the traveller? 
• Why didn’t they stop? 
• Who stopped at the injured man? 

Stickers

Let us find the stickers for the “Parable of the Samaritan who Really Cared.” Paste it in the 
right place in your Odos book. 

Discussion points

• Do you think the Lord expects us to love people who are different from us? People   
 who do not look like us, talk like us or live like us?
• Do you think it “costs” us something to love our neighbour? (Often, yes! You give   
 your time, your money, your attention. If you do not give anything, your deeds are   
 not in agreement with your beliefs. Love is an action-word, not a feelings-word.)

Life lesson

To love your neighbour is not always easy, but it is a command of God. You must act on 
the need you see around you. 
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Our prayer for today

Lord Jesus, open our eyes to the needs of people around us. Give us the strength to serve 
these people and to care for them. Help us to be a neighbour to someone. 

Amen

Munchie fun

Chinese or Dutch sweets. We eat a sweet that’s part of a different culture. This reminds us 
that God does not see a person’s race, sex or culture. All people are equal before Him.  

Creative activity

Today, we will make a “get well soon” card. Each child receives a card and can decorate 
the cover as they like. Keep the card and give it to someone (your neighbour) who is sick, 
to show that you care. 

Bible verse for the week

Luke 10: 27 (NIV)

“He answered: ‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with 
all your strength and with all your mind; and, Love your neighbour as yourself.’”

Just for fun

Divide the class in groups of 4. Each group receives a roll of toilet paper. One of the 
children is the traveller, the other three is the priest, Levite and the Samaritan. They must 
wrap the traveller from his head to his toes in the “bandages”. Give them a time limit, for 
example 5 minutes. See which patient is covered the best. That group is the winners. 
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The Parable of the Best 

Prepared reading for the teacher

Luke 14: 7 - 11

Resources for the teacher during the presentation of the lesson

Chocolate sweet for each child
A4 cardboard for each child
Paint
A tennis ball

Lesson Content

Jesus went to eat at the house of a prominent Pharisee. He saw how everyone was 
scheming to sit in the best seat at the table. 

Then Jesus told the following parable to the guests: 

When you have been invited to a party, or a feast or a wedding and there is no place 
names, do not go and sit in the most important (VIP) seats. Chances are that the host 
invited someone more important than you.  

What if the host should come to you and whisper in your ear, “Can you please move to 
the back, these seats are reserved for the guests of honour.” Wouldn’t you feel terribly 
ashamed? It will probably feel as if everyone’s eyes are on you as you stand up and move 
to the back seats. 

But if you are invited to a feast, rather go and sit in the back. Then the host will come to 
you and say aloud, “My friend, why are you sitting here in the back. Come and sit here in 
the front!” Just think of how all the other guests will look at you with respect and 
admiration. 

Jesus says it is the same way in the kingdom of God: “Everyone who exalts himself, will be 
humbled, and he who humbles himself will be exalted.”

Questions for clever little ears

• Where did the people in this parable want to sit?
• Why there?
• Where does Jesus say we must sit?
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Stickers

Let us find the stickers for the “Parable of the Best Seat at the Table.” Paste it in the right 
place in your Odos book. 

Discussion points

• Do you know people who are full of pride?
• What does the word “pride” mean? 
• Do we have any reason to be proud? Why not?

Life lesson

All we have, and all we are, and all we achieve, is only by the grace of God. 

Our prayer for today

Lord Jesus, our lives can be changed in an instant, like Job’s. Please keep us to be 
humble and dependent on You.
 
Amen

Munchie fun

What do your mother give to important guests who come to visit you? Maybe she will put a 
chocolate on their pillow, as you sometimes find at a hotel? Today each one of us receives 
a chocolate to remind us that we are NOT important AT ALL! All we have, is just by grace. 

Creative activity

Today we will make place mats. Each child receives an A4 cardboard. Write your name in 
the middle with big letters and decorate the cardboard with the paint. This is to remind us 
not to think of ourselves as important. If there is no place names at the table, we must sit 
in the most unimportant seats. 

Bible verse for the week

Luke 14: 11 (NIV)

“For everyone who exalts himself will be humbled, and he who humbles himself will be 
exalted.”

Just for fun

Stand in a circle around the teacher. The teacher throws a tennis ball to the children. Try 
to catch them out. If a child drops the ball, he must stand on one knee, then on both 
knees, then on both knees and an elbow. If he drops the ball for the fourth time, he is out! 
Continue until there is a winner. 
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The Parable of the 
Rich Fool

Prepared reading for the teacher

Luke 12: 13 - 21

Resources for the teacher during the presentation of the lesson

Heart-shaped sweets 
Wrapping paper
Template of how to fold a gift bag 
Ribbon or string to use as cords for the bag
A balloon for each child

Lesson Content

Jesus told this story to show people that life is about more than the pursuit of money. 
Your joy does not depend on your earthly wealth. Jesus warns us against covetousness 
and to build our happiness on the abundance of our earthly possessions.
 
There once was a rich farmer. He planned wisely and had big harvests. But he had one 
problem: His barns and storage rooms were not big enough to store his whole harvest and 
all his earthly possessions. He then decided to tear down his existing barns and storage 
rooms and to build massive barns and storage rooms in its place. Then he would retire, 
cease his work and enjoy his life. This farmer was very satisfied with these plans of his 
and congratulated himself and said: “Well done! You deserve the rest! Now you can drink, 
have fun and party for the rest of your life. You can do whatever you like and enjoy your 
money!”

But this rich farmer made a terrible mistake. He never realised that it was God who 
blessed him with rain, fertile soil and prosperity. He truly started to think that it was he, 
himself who was responsible for his own luck and life. He spoke of my harvest, my 
possessions, my barns. My, my, my! In this man’s life “I” was in the centre and not God. 
He was blind to the fact that it is God who determines everything. No wonder that when 
God spoke to the rich farmer He calls him “You fool!” 
 
God says to the rich man that he will die that same night and that he will take NONE of his 
possessions with him to the realm of the dead. When God takes your life, your earthly 
possessions have no meaning at all. Possessions are not the source of your joy, God is. 
The greatest joy on earth is to be rich towards God and to store up treasure in heaven. 
Show love and trust in God and have a kind heart toward other people and you will be rich 
in heavenly treasure. 
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Questions for clever little ears

• How do we know the man was rich?
• What did he want to do, after he built the bigger barns? 
• What happened then?

Stickers

Let us find the stickers for the “Parable of the Rich Fool.” Paste it in the right place in your 
Odos book. 

Discussion points

• To whom is money important? (To all of us!)
• Do you know rich people who are unhappy? Maybe well-known people who use   
 drugs, are addicted, who committed suicide…
• Does this parable mean that God does not like rich people? (No, not at all, your   
 wealth must not be more important to you than God.)

Life lesson

Your joy does not depend on your earthly wealth. 

Our prayer for today

Lord Jesus, whether we want to admit it or not, our lives revolve around money nowadays. 
What we have, and what we are, we receive from You – may we never forget this.

Amen

Munchie fun 

Heart-shaped sweets (the kind with a smaller heart on top of a bigger heart. You can buy 
it in large bags at Makro.) This rich man’s heart belonged to Mammon - the god of money.  
Our hearts should be warm towards God and other people. 

Creative activity

We will fold a gift bag. During the week you must put something you own into the bag and 
give it to a friend or family member. We must give away, not store up. 

Bible verse for the week

Luke 12: 20 and 21 (NIV)

“But God said to him, ‘You fool! This very night your life will be demanded from you. Then 
who will get what you have prepared for yourself?’ This is how it will be with anyone who 
stores up things for himself but is not rich towards God.” 

Just for fun

Each child receives a balloon. Tie the balloon with cord around his ankle. Divide the class 
in two or three groups. The purpose of the game is to see which group’s balloons can stay 
whole the longest. The other group must try to pop the balloons by stepping on it.
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The Parable of the Lost Sheep

Prepared reading for the teacher

Matthew 18: 12 - 14

Resources for the teacher during the presentation of the lesson

Ribbon 
Beads with letters on it: J E S U S or only a J or a cross
White marshmallows

Lesson Content

This parable was directed at Jesus’ disciples. They are called to go and look for the people 
who stray from the way and are lost. 

Imagine the following:  A farmer had 100 sheep and one of the sheep was lost. What will 
the farmer do? What would you do? The farmer in the parable left all his other sheep 
immediately and went to look for the sheep who was lost. When he found the sheep, he 
was very glad. He was almost happier about this one lost sheep he found, than about the 
ninety-nine other sheep that were safe. 

Did you know that God is exactly like this farmer? He keeps looking for each and every 
one (even the weak and needy believer), because every person is special and of value to 
Him. Each one of us is precious to Him, therefore He does not want anyone to be lost. 
We must have the same heart as Jesus. We must do everything in our power to look for 
people who do not know Jesus and to tell them about Him. 

Questions for clever little ears

• How many sheep did the farmer have?
• What did the farmer do when one of the sheep was lost? 
• What does the parable mean? 

Stickers

Let us find the stickers for the “Parable of the Lost Sheep.” Paste it in the right place in 
your Odos book.

Discussion points

• Have you ever been lost? Maybe when you were little? 
• How do a child’s parents feel when he is lost? 
• What do parents do when their child is lost? Why?
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Life lesson

Every person is special and precious to Jesus. 

Our prayer for today

Lord Jesus, we sometimes stray from Your way, and sometimes we even walk away on 
purpose. We know we are doing wrong, but still we do it. Please do not forget us. Please 
come and look for us, Lord! 

Amen 

Munchie fun 

White marshmallows. It reminds us of a white flock of sheep. Draw a face on the 
marshmallow and let the “lost sheep” get lost in your mouth! There is no place on earth 
where you can be “lost” for God. 

Creative activity

We are going to make a bracelet with J E S U S written on it. String beads on a ribbon. You 
must know to whom you belong. The teacher can also string any old beads and write the 
word J E S U S on it with a permanent marker. Or only the letter J. 

Bible verse for the week

Matthew 18: 13

“And if he finds it, I tell you the truth, he is happier about that one sheep than about the 
ninety-nine that did not wander off.”

Just for fun

The children sit in a circle. The children must try not to be caught out. One of them stands 
outside the circle and chooses another one and says: 

BIBBIDY BOP BOP

Before he/she finishes speaking, the child whom he/she chose must answer with “BOP!”
If the children say anything else like BiDDiBy or two BOBS, or if they answer too late, they 
are out. 
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The Parable of the Wise and
Faithful Servant 

Prepared reading for the teacher

Matthew 24: 45 - 51

Resources for the teacher during the presentation of the lesson

Lollipops with a soft centre (sherbet or sweet in the centre) 
Work sheet of a star
Yellow crayons
Glitter
Glue
A bean bag or a small ball

Lesson Content

Jesus told this parable to His disciples to help them remain faithful until His Second 
Coming (the end times).

Jesus asked the question: “What type of servant would the owner of a business prefer to 
appoint to supervise the other servants?” The answer is of course: The servant who can 
work hard on his own without any supervision. The faithful and wise servant will be 
chosen. Whether the supervisor or owner is there or not, the work is done faithfully. Such 
a servant will be rewarded by the owner. He will get even more responsibility because the 
owner knows the servant can handle it. 

The servant who will never be promoted to the next level, is the helpless, lazy one, who 
constantly shirks his responsibility. If he is not constantly watched, he ceases to work. 
When such a person sees there is no supervision, he bothers other workers, makes a mess 
of his assignment and may even party on the job. Such a person is irresponsible and 
loveless towards his co-workers. 

This type of servant will get a nasty surprise. One day, when he least expects it, the owner 
will show up unexpectedly and catch him red-handed. Such a servant is a hypocrite and 
has only himself to blame. He may lose everything, maybe even his life. 

When Jesus returns to the earth, we (His servants) must be ready. It is a command that 
you must keep your eyes on Him (day and night) until the Second Coming. When the 
owner stays away for a long time (in other words, it feels like a long time until Jesus comes 
again), some of the servants get lazier by the day. It takes some believers also a while to 
“grow” in unbelief. They become lazy, their life of faith cools down. It is a fact that 
people’s faith will grow cold in the end times. 
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Jesus gives His followers two commands or instructions in this parable:

• Take care of His people (take care of His business) 
• Be prepared for the arrival of the owner (do not grow weary in your work even if   
 there is not supervision the whole time).

Questions for clever little ears

• What are the qualities of a good servant? (He can work without supervision,    
 works hard on his own.)
• Who is Jesus’ servants on earth? (The believers.)
• What does it mean in the parable when Jesus says: “The master is staying away a
  long time?” (It feels like a long time before the Second Coming of Jesus takes   
 place.) 

Stickers

Let us find the stickers for the “Parable of the Wise and Faithful Servant.” Paste it in the 
right place in your Odos book.
 
Discussion points

• How does a person grow “slack” in his faith? (Pray less, read less often in his Bible,   
 do not go to church regularly, start to use coarse language etc.)
• Can you be a lukewarm (lazy) follower of Jesus? Why not? (Jesus says you must   
 give everything or nothing at all.)
• When do you think the Second Coming will take place? (Nobody knows the day or   
 the hour.)

Life lesson

It is a command that we should not grow slack in our faith. Be faithful to the end. 

Our prayer for today

Lord Jesus, we are often a bunch of slackers! Please kindle our fire! We want to be faithful 
until you come again and reward us for our work as Your disciples. 

Amen 

Munchie fun

Lollipops with something inside. What awaits us at the Second Coming is a pleasant 
surprise. Life is sometimes hard (like the lollipop), but in the end (the centre) it is worth it. 

Creative activity

A work sheet of a star. Colour the star, cut it out and spread glitter on it. Keep the star to 
remind you that your reward (the star) is not in this world, but will be given at the Second 
Coming of Jesus. 

Bible verse for the week

Matthew 24: 45

“Who then is the faithful and wise servant, whom the master has put in charge of the 
servants in his household to give them their food at the proper time?”
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Just for fun

The children stand in a circle and the teacher starts the game by throwing a bean bag at 
random to one of the children. The child must answer a question as quickly as possible 
and then throw the bean bag to another child in the circle while asking a question again. 

Questions can be something like:

• What is your name?
• Do you have brothers and sisters?
• What is your favourite colour?
• What do you hate?
• Which Bible story do you like the most?
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The Parable of the Bad Farmers

Prepared reading for the teacher

Matthew 21: 33 - 41

Resources for the teacher during the presentation of the lesson

Dried fruit
Apple/oranges cut in half for print work with paint
Paint
A sponge 
A4 paper for each child

Lesson Content

One day Jesus said to a group of religious Jews: “Listen to this story and afterwards you 
can tell me what you think:

There was a rich landowner (a farmer) who planted a vineyard. He built a stone wall 
around it. He also put a winepress in it to cultivate the fruit of the vineyard. 

The owner had to go on a long journey and decided to rent the farm to a couple of other 
farmers. As rent the owner would receive a part of the harvest. When the harvest was 
ready (in Greek the meaning is literally: when the vineyard was full of fruit) the owner sent 
his servants to the farm to collect his share of the harvest.  

(This part represents God’s prophets that He sent to Israel.) 

On the farm a nasty surprise awaited the owner’s servants. The farmers did not want to 
pay! One servant was stoned, they beat another one, and a third servant was killed. (This 
also happened to God’s prophets in Israel.) Can you imagine how the owner must have 
felt! 

The owner tried again to collect his share of the harvest and sent a bigger group of 
servants to the farm. They were treated the same way as the previous group and were 
chased away without receiving anything. 

Finally the owner decided to send his own son. He argued that the tenants will respect his 
son, and will not treat him in the same manner. 

But oh, dear, when the farmers saw the owner’s son, they said to each other: This son 
is the owner’s heir. One day he will inherit the farm. Let’s kill him. Without an heir, who 
knows… The farm could be ours.”  They seized the son, dragged him out of the vineyard 
and killed him. What a story! 

13
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Then Jesus asked the scribes: “What do you think the owner will do to those farmers when 
he returns from his journey?” With this question, the Jewish leaders were forced to 
condemn themselves and to acknowledge that other people than only the religious people 
can produce fruit. They answered Jesus: “The vineyard will never belong to those 
farmers. They will die a horrible death and the owner will find new farmers to produce fruit 
for him.” 

Jesus wanted to warn the scribes through this parable that they are not producing fruit. 
Other farmers (a new group of believers) will come after them and will produce fruit for the 
Owner (God). Because the owner’s son (Jesus) was killed, all the old farmers (Jews and 
scribes) will be punished with death.  

Questions for clever little ears

• Where did the owner of the vineyard go? 
• What happened to the first servants the owner sent to collect the rent? 
• Why did the owner send his own son?
• What happened then?

Stickers

Let us find the stickers for the “Parable of the Bad Farmers.” Paste it in the right place in 
your Odos book. 

Discussion points

• What does it mean to produce “fruit” for the Lord? 
• Who is the owner’s son in reality? 
• Is it easy to produce “fruit”? Why not? 

Life lesson

We are here on earth to do God’s will and to work for Him to the best of our ability. 

Our prayer for today

Lord Jesus, we want to show through our deeds that You are our beginning and end. We 
want to produce fruit for You, our Owner. Please help us! 

Amen 

Munchie fun 

We eat dried fruit today to remind us of all the different kinds of fruit we can produce for 
God. 

Creative activity

Each child receives an A4 paper. There is fruit cut in half and a sponge covered with paint. 
Press the fruit on the sponge and create patterns of fruit on your paper. This is to remind 
us of the fruit we must produce for God. 
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Bible verse for the week

Matthew 21: 41

“’He will bring those wretches to a wretched end,” they replied, ‘and he will rent the 
vineyard to other tenants, who will give him his share of the crop at harvest time.’”

Just for fun

The children stand in a circle. The teacher stands in the middle. When the ball is thrown 
to a child, the children on each side of him must put up their hand (which is the closest to 
the catcher) in the air. If a child drops the ball, or one of the children puts up the wrong 
arm, or they put up their arms when the teacher only aims to throw, they are out. The last 
4 children are the winners. The game can be repeated a couple of times. 
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The Parable of the Weeds

Prepared reading for the teacher

Matthew 13: 24 – 30
Matthew 13: 36 - 43

Resources for the teacher during the presentation of the lesson

Provitas (wheat biscuits)
Chocolate spread
Paint
Sponge to press hands into 
Form of triangle for angel dresses 
Circles or pom-poms for faces of angels 

Lesson Content

Jesus told this story to show the way God rules in the world and what His kingdom on 
earth looks like.

There was a farmer who sowed good, clean seed (without any weeds in-between) in his 
fields. One night, while everyone was sleeping, an enemy of the farmer came and sowed 
a lot of weeds in-between the wheat. Afterwards the enemy went away quietly. When the 
young wheat plants sprouted, the weeds also appeared and the two types of plants looked 
very much alike. The farm labourers immediately realised that they had a big problem! 
They went to tell the farmer and asked him what they should do. “Do you want us to go 
and pull out the weeds?” they asked. 

“No, rather not. The two types of plants look too much alike, it may happen that while you 
try to pull out the weeds, you pull out some of the wheat plants as well,” the farmer 
answered. “Let both grow together for a little while longer.” 

The farmer knew that as soon as the wheat ripens and produce big ears of wheat, it will 
differ distinctly from the weeds. Then it will be easy for the labourers to pull out the 
weeds, to gather and burn it. The wheat will be gathered to the farmer’s barn. 

Jesus also explained the meaning of this parable to His disciples. 

The farmer who sowed the good seed, is Jesus. The enemy who wants to damage the 
harvest, is the devil. The field is the world we live in. The two types of seed are contrasted 
(compared to each other). The good seed is the disciples and the other believers. The 
weeds are the people who do evil. They represent bad people and everyone who causes 
other people to sin. They are the people who disobey God’s law. 

The harvest refers to God’s final judgement. The labourers who gather the harvest, are the 
angels of God. Only at the end of time the good and the bad seed will be separated. The 
wheat continued to grow among the weeds. In the same way, you, as a disciple, must 
continue to grow in your faith among worldly people. 
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The weeds were thrown outside and burned at the end of the harvest. For people who 
lived like weeds, there will be no escape in the end, only the flames of hell. The people 
who lived God’s way, will see the kingdom of God. The followers of Jesus are warned to 
live according to God’s will until Jesus’ Second Coming.  

The Pharisees thought that God will give preference to them, because they lived according 
to strict religious rules. What a surprise awaits them! 

Questions for clever little ears

• What happened to the farmer’s fields? 
• Did the labourers pull out the weeds immediately? 
• How would the labourers know in the end which plants are wheat and which are
 weeds? (The ears of wheat will differ from the weeds.)

Stickers

Let us find the stickers for the “Parable of the Weeds.” Paste it in the right place in your 
Odos book. 

Discussion points

• How do you distinguish between good seed/good friends and weeds/bad friends? 
• What are the characteristics of bad friends? (swears, lies, bullies, gossips, is proud,
 smokes, drinks) 

Life lesson

The way you live in the world must show you to be wheat. 

Our prayer for today

Lord Jesus, please help us to continue to grow and produce fruit for You in a sinful world. 
We want to make You, our Owner, proud of your good and plentiful harvest.
 
Amen 

Munchie fun

Provitas with something tasty, such as chocolate spread, on it. Provitas is made of wheat, 
just as the harvest in this story. 

Creative activity

We will make cards with angels on it. This will remind us of the angels that will gather 
God’s harvest. Press your hands on the sponge with paint and make two prints as on 
the example (this will be the wings). Paste the dress of the angel (form of triangle) in the 
middle. Paste the pompom or circle for the head of the angel. You can paste this week’s 
Bible verse on each card beforehand. 
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Bible verse for the week

Matthew 13: 30

“Let both grow together until the harvest. At that time I will tell the harvesters: ‘First collect 
the weeds and tie them in bundles to be burned; then gather the wheat and bring it into 
my barn.’” 

Just for fun

Let the children think of acronyms for their names and share it with the class. For 
example: 

Andrew stands for: A-team, noisy, dreamer, reliable, easy-going and wonderful

Each child must think of words that describe himself. 
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The Parable of the Money that
was Lent

Prepared reading for the teacher

Matthew 25: 14 - 30

Resources for the teacher during the presentation of the lesson

Marshmallow mice 
A blindfold to cover their eyes 
Work sheet of a mask of a cat 
Scissors 
Elastic bands 
Punch hole 
Crayons 

Lesson Content

Jesus told His followers another story in which they could learn something about the 
kingdom of God. 

A rich man had to go on a long journey and had to entrust his business to his employees. 
He called them together and asked them to take care of his belongings while he was away.  

(Jesus is actually saying here that His disciples must be active in the kingdom while they 
await His return. The man who went on a journey in this parable represents Jesus 
Himself.)

The owner gave five bags of money to the first employee , two bags of money to the 
second employee and one bag of money to a third employee. The rich man knew his 
employees well and he knew how much money to give to whom. Then he went on his 
journey. 

In this parable the bags of money or gold coins (talents ) do not represent abilities or 
talents we received from Jesus. It rather represents the active faithfulness and personal 
responsibility of Christians when they do their work on earth for Jesus. We must continue 
diligently with our work until the Second Coming. 

The first employee immediately started to plan and work and increased his money to ten 
bags. The second employee worked just as hard and soon he had four bags of money. 

The third employee was a complete disaster. Instead of working diligently, he dug a hole 
and hid the money in it.
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After a long time, the owner eventually returned. He gathered his employees immediately 
and wanted a report of how they took care of his belongings while he was away. The Bible 
uses the expression “to settle accounts”. In the same way Jesus will ask us (His servants) 
to account for what we have done. This means that you will have to show (to prove) what 
you have done.  

The one who had the five bags of money, showed his ten bags of money with pride. The 
owner was impressed. “Excellent, you are a good employee and I know I can rely on you. 
You did well.” The owner was proud of the employee’s success and considered him his 
friend. 

Then it was the second employee’s turn. His two bags increased with a good profit to four 
bags. The owner was also impressed with him and praised him in the same way as the first 
employee. The faithful employees were rewarded with more responsibility and was invited 
to a feast held by the owner. 

Then it was the last employee’s turn, and immediately he started to make excuses. 
Apparently he was so afraid of the harsh owner that he did not want to make any mistakes 
or disappoint his owner! So, he did nothing at all with the money. He buried it, but the 
owner should not be worried, because all the money is here, safe and sound. One could 
easily think that it was not such a bad idea to bury the money, but this employee was 
actually lazy and careless. If the servant was truly afraid of the owner, if the owner was 
truly such a harsh man, the servant would have invested the money in order to earn some 
interest on it. He was just trying to get himself out of trouble with his excuses.  

The owner was very annoyed. “You are a hopeless, good-for-nothing, lazy employee! You 
did not even use the money to earn interest.” The owner took this employee’s money away 
and gave it to the first employee. He would know how to make good use of it. The last 
employee was cast out of the business! If you make excuses and shy away from hard 
work, what you have, will be taken from you. 

Jesus is actually saying that this servant did not want to be faithful to God and that the 
possibility of working for God is now taken from him. Such a servant will be thrown into 
the darkness. God expects of believers to be faithful until the Second Coming. 

Questions for clever little ears

• Who does the rich man who has to go on a long journey represent? 
• What did he give to his employees? 
• Why was the owner disappointed in the third employee? 

Stickers

Let us find the stickers for the “Parable of the Money that was Lent.” Paste it in the right 
place in your Odos book. 

Discussion points

• Who of you know the saying: When the cat’s away, the mice will play. What does it
 mean?
• What does it mean to be faithful when nobody is watching? Why? 

Life lesson

On earth we are servants of Jesus. We must faithfully endure until He returns. 
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Our prayer for today

Lord Jesus, we are weak and lazy and do not want to work hard. Please forgive us for our 
slackness. We want to work diligently in Your kingdom. 

Amen 

Munchie fun

Marshmallow mice. Then we will be reminded of the saying “When the cat’s away, the mice 
will play.” This is not the way we want to live on earth while we wait for Jesus’ return. 

Creative activity

Today we will make a mask of a cat. For a child of Jesus it is never a case of “when the 
cat’s away, the mice will play”. We work diligently to glorify Him until He returns. Colour 
the masks, tie elastic bands to it and use the masks in “Just for fun”. Tie it over the 
blindfold to represent the cat. 

Bible verse for the week

Matthew 25: 23

“His master replied, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant! You have been faithful with a 
few things; I will put you in charge of many things. Come and share your master’s 
happiness!’”

Just for fun

Choose two children and blindfold the one. The rest of the group forms a circle around 
them. The blindfolded child is the “cat”. Spin the cat a couple of times. He must try to 
catch the mouse. The mouse must try to run away as quietly as possible. They must re-
main within the circle. As soon as the mouse is caught, two other children may get a turn. 



55



56

The Parable of the Unjust
Judge

Prepared reading for the teacher

Luke 18: 1 - 8

Resources for the teacher during the presentation of the lesson

Jelly sweets in the form of a watch 
Work sheet of a hand
Crayons
Pens

Lesson Content

Jesus told this parable to teach His disciples to pray without ceasing. In this story there are 
two characters, a woman and a bad-tempered judge. 
In a certain town there was an unjust judge. He was afraid of no-one, not even God! In the 
same town there was a widow. She came to the judge many times to beg him to hear her 
case against her adversary. For a time the judge pretended not to hear her, and did 
nothing to hear her case, but one day he eventually gave in! Even though he did not 
honour God and was quite a rude person, he finally decided to listen to the woman, 
because she bothered him so many times that he could not take it anymore. He was even 
a bit nervous that she might come and slap him if he did not give her justice.

In Biblical times women were not highly esteemed. A woman’s testimony for example was 
not accepted in court.  This woman was also a widow, in other words there was no
husband who could represent her in her case. This woman was therefore an extreme 
example of a “voiceless” person. The judge in this parable was someone who did not 
honour God, much less did he respect other people! 

The widow was very brave. She knew the judge would not listen to her, but still she 
begged him to hear her. She pleaded her case as a child would ask of her father, 
incessantly, persistently and unceasingly. 

The judge realised that he did not have a choice, he had to listen to her. He was even 
nervous that she might come back and box his ears. From this we can infer with what 
intensity she begged him. 

Jesus knew that it would be a while before He will return. He also realised that even 
believing people may feel discouraged at times. God is different from the judge. He is 
actually quite the opposite of the judge. God loves his children and wants to give them 
justice. He helps us when we pray, sometimes even quicker than we thought or hoped! 
He listens patiently when we pray with a sincere heart. But remember: When faith fades, 
prayer also fades and the other way around. 
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Believers are forced by this parable to examine and ask themselves: Do I persevere in 
prayer in order to build my faith? 

Questions for clever little ears

• Who are the two people in this story?
• What type of man was the judge?
• What do God want to teach us to do through this story? 

Stickers

Let us find the stickers for the “Parable of the Unjust Judge.” Paste it in the right place in 
your Odos book. 

Discussion points

• What do we ask for when we pray? What do we pray about?
• Do we only ask things for ourselves?
• Do we sometimes pray for God’s kingdom? 

Life lesson

In the end the unjust judge answered the woman, how much more would God answer us 
when we ask him for the right things.  

Our prayer for today

Lord Jesus, You know what is in our hearts. You know what our needs are and what is 
important to us. We ask You to hear our prayers, and to answer it in Your time. 

Amen

Munchie fun

Jelly sweets in the form of a watch. We do not know the time of the Second Coming, but 
we must persist in prayer until then. 

Creative activity

Work sheet of a hand. Write in each finger something you want to pray for. 
Thumb: That everything will go well (“sharp” sign) with other people, for example the poor, 
the hungry, the thirsty, family, friends etc. 
Fore finger: Be with the teachers at my school. 
Middle finger: This is the longest finger. Pray for the important people in our country, the 
president and other leaders. But also for God’s kingdom. 
Ring finger: Your partner, father, mother, family members. 
Little finger: Your least important finger. Pray for yourself and your own needs. 

Bible verse for the week

Luke 18: 7 

“And will not God bring about justice for his chosen ones, who cry out to him day and 
night? Will he keep putting them off?” 
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Just for fun

Today we are going to play a word association game. The children sit in a circle and clap 
a rhythm. For example, two claps with their hands, one in their lap. The first child says a 
word and the next one must say a word that reminds him of the first one, without 
disturbing the rhythm they are clapping. For example: 
Clap-clap: 
Sea, 
Clap-clap: 
Blue, 
Clap-clap: 
Moon, 
Clap-clap: 
Rocket, 
Clap-clap: 
Fireworks. 

If someone disturbs the rhythm or says an absurd word, he is out. Continue until 
somebody wins. Words may not be repeated. 



59



60

The Parable of the Pharisee 
who was Full of Pride

Prepared reading for the teacher

Luke 18: 9 – 14

Resources for the teacher during the presentation of the lesson

Work sheet of the Our Father
Crayons
Koki’s
Snake Jelly sweets 

Lesson Content

Jesus did not like religious pride at all and therefore told the following story. One day two 
men went to the temple to pray. The one was a Pharisee and the other a tax collector. 
Jesus wanted to warn the Pharisees who thought they were 100% right with God and 
looked down on other people. 

The Pharisees were Jewish scholars who studied the law. They were clever and knew large 
parts of the Old Testament by heart. They were almost like Bible professors who could 
quote the first five books of the Old Testament, called the Torah, word for word. The 
problem with most of the Pharisees was that they were filled with pride because of their 
knowledge of the Scriptures. They thought of themselves as more important than ordinary 
people. Their pride was not only in their knowledge of Scripture, but also because in their 
everyday lives they lived according to the law to the smallest detail. Therefore they thought 
they were holier than all the ordinary people in the street. 

In this parable the other man who prayed in the temple with the Pharisee, was a tax 
collector. The tax collectors were the people most hated by the Jews in those days. They 
were considered traitors, because they worked for the Roman government and collected 
tax from the Jews. They were not always very honest and often exploited other people 
financially for their own gain. Even the ordinary Jews considered the tax collectors as more 
sinful than the rest of the people. 

These two men (the Pharisee and the tax collector) represent the two extremes of the 
Jewish people in those days. 

The posture of these two differed completely when they prayed. The one stood full of 
pride, while the other one did not dare to look up, because he was so ashamed of his sins. 
He was saddened by his sins and cried in his humility.  

I am sure you can guess which person did what!  
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Their prayers also differed completely. The Pharisee thought he did not really need God. 
He was good enough through his own efforts! In his prayer he was telling God what he has 
accomplished already and how much better he was than the tax collector who was 
standing next to him.  “I do not steal, I do not lie, I do not cheat, I do not commit adultery, 
I fast twice a week, I tithe, to summarise: I am not as bad as the tax collector next to me.” 
The Pharisee boasted before God about his irreproachable life.  

The tax collector however realised that he had nothing to be proud of. He had nothing to 
boast in. He only begged God to have mercy on him. 

With Godly authority Jesus declared that the tax collector went home reconciled to God. 
His prayer was answered and his life was made new in a moment.  The Pharisee however 
walked away empty-handed. He thought his religious life was enough to gain him entry into 
heaven, but that is not the way God works. You must humble yourself, trust God and He 
will change your life. Then you will enter the kingdom of God. 

Questions for clever little ears

• Which two people went to the temple to pray in this parable?
• What things did the Pharisee do that was correct according to the law? (He did not
 steal, did not lie, did not cheat, he lived chaste, he tithed and fasted every week –   
 Luke 18:11-12.)
• Why did the Jews hate the tax collectors? (They worked for the Roman government   
 and collected tax money.) 

Stickers

Let us find the stickers for the “Parable of the Pharisee who was Full of Pride.” Paste it in 
the right place in your Odos book. 

Discussion points

• Do you sometimes think that you are better than other people? (We all do it every
 now and then!) 
• Based on what in your life are you saved? (Only by grace based on Jesus’ suffering   
 on the cross.)
• Why do God answer our prayers? (Because He loves us.)

Life lesson

We have nothing to be proud of. What we have and what we are, are only by the grace of 
God. 

Our prayer for today

Lord Jesus, we beg You to remove all pride in our lives. Please forgive us when we think 
we are better than other people.  

Amen

Munchie fun

Snake jelly sweets – so that we can guard against sinful thoughts, like pride.  
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Creative activity

Use your work sheet of the Our Father. Decorate the frame, put it up on your bedroom 
wall. This is God’s model prayer. 

Bible verse for the week

Luke 18: 14

“I tell you that this man, rather than the other, went home justified before God. For every-
one who exalts himself will be humbled, and he who humbles himself will be exalted.” 

Just for fun

Today we will play “musical numbers.” The children walk in a circle in the class. You may 
use the borders of the carpet. The music must play continuously. When the music stops, 
the teacher gives an instruction: Gather in a group of 2/3/4/5. Every time there will be 
children who run around looking for a group to join, or children who cannot find a group 
to join. Those who fall out, must sit down. As the group grows smaller, the number must 
be adjusted. The instruction when only 3 children are left is: Form a group of 2. The last 2 
children are the winners of the game. 
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The Parable of the Banquet

Prepared reading for the teacher

Luke 14: 15 – 24
Matthew 22: 1 - 4

Resources for the teacher during the presentation of the lesson

Chocolate
Pictures of food torn out beforehand 
Scissors 
Glue
A4 paper

Lesson Content

One day Jesus went to eat at the house of one of the leaders of the Pharisees. When Jesus 
noticed that everyone was jockeying to sit in the best seat at the table, he told them the 
following story:

A rich man was planning a banquet, but because there was a lot of preparations to be 
done, he agreed with his guests that he will send a servant to call them when everything 
was ready. Then a strange thing happened. When the servant went to call the guests, 
everyone had an excuse. “I just bought a new piece of land, I just bought a new team of 
oxen, I just got married,” and in this way the excuses continued. The poor servant had to 
go back and tell the host that none of the guests could come anymore. The host was angry 
and disappointed in his friends, of course. (There were not many Jews who wanted to 
come to Jesus’ banquet either!)

The host made a plan. He sent out his servant again. This time the servant had to invite 
everyone he could find to a free meal. The poor, the sick and people who tried to scratch 
out a living from dustbins were to be invited. Every single person who was sick, had a hard 
time, was cripple or blind was welcome at this banquet. The servant came back with a lot 
of people. 

This servant who was sent out initially may refer to prophets such as John the Baptist. 
John was sent to tell people of Jesus. There were a lot of people who accepted his
invitation to the kingdom of God, but there were also a lot of people with lame excuses. 
The owner of the house was still not satisfied. He saw there were still empty places at his 
banquet table. Again the servant was sent. This time he was told to invite travellers on 
the high way and people in the market place. His instruction was: “Beg them to come in. 
Don’t accept no as an answer!” The servant had to “force” people to come with him. This 
parable is about the rejection of Jesus by the Jews. Salvation will therefore be extended 
to others and will not be only for the Chosen People (special guests), the Jews. Good 
and bad people are invited – your reaction and excuses will determine whether you sit at 
the banquet table or not. Any guest who sits at God’s banquet table is happy and will be 
spoiled tremendously. 
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Questions for clever little ears

• Why did Jesus tell this parable? Who can remember? (When he saw the way in   
 which people were jockeying to sit in the best seats at the table.)
• Can only the special guests sit at God’s banquet table? 
• Why didn’t the invited guests come to the banquet? (They had lame excuses.)

Stickers

Let us find the stickers for the “Parable of the Banquet.” Paste it in the right place in your 
Odos book

Discussion points

• Were you ever invited to a party that you did not really want to go to? 
• Why did you not want to go? (Usually because of selfish reasons.)

Life lesson

Everyone is welcome at God’s banquet. Do not make lame excuses about why you do not 
want to be part of the kingdom of God. 

Our prayer for today

Lord Jesus, we sometimes have lame excuses about why we do not want to work for You. 
Forgive us. Please help us to continue in our faith until we can sit with You at Your 
banqueting table. 

Amen

Munchie fun

We are God’s chosen guests! We eat chocolate today to remind us of how God spoils us 
tremendously and how special we are to Him. 

Creative activity

Today we are going to make a collage of all our favourite food. The teacher has torn out 
pictures beforehand of all kinds of food. The children choose 2 or 3 pictures, cut it out 
and glue it on an A4 paper. We can think of God’s banquet in His kingdom one day. It will 
be more wonderful than we can imagine. 

Bible verse for the week

Luke 14: 23 and 24

“Then the master told his servant, ‘Go out to the roads and country lanes and make them 
come in, so that my house will be full. I tell you, not one of those men who were invited 
will get a taste of my banquet.’” 
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Just for fun

Write a couple of question on pieces of paper. Enough that each child receives one. Each 
child must try and find someone who fulfils his criteria. As soon as you find someone, you 
may sit down. See who finds his answer first and who is last. Examples of questions: 
Do you like comics/to read Afrikaans books/detective novels? 
Do you support the Bulls/Sharks/Stormers/Cheetahs/Lions?
Have you been to the Drakensberg/Durban/Cape Town/Bush veld?
Is pink/red/blue/green/orange your favourite colour?
Do you sleep with a teddy bear/your mother/your cat/your dog?
Do you know the names of the OT/NT/first and last/first 5 Bible books by heart?
Is your favourite dessert chocolate/ice cream/cake/fruit salad/ baked pudding?
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The Parable of the Home Owner
who went Away for a While

Prepared reading for the teacher

Mark 13: 32 - 37

Resources for the teacher during the presentation of the lesson

Chocolate eggs
Finger paint – red, yellow and orange
Paint brushes
Work sheet of a rooster’s body 

Lesson Content

Nobody knows exactly when the Second Coming of Jesus will take place – the day and 
hour are unknown. Not even the angels or Jesus know when it will happen, but the Father 
alone. Jesus told this parable to explain the suddenness and unexpectedness of the 
Second Coming.

It is like a man who had to go away from home for quite a long time. He wanted everything 
at home to run smoothly while he was away and every servant received his instructions. 
(The man who went away refers again to Jesus, of course.) 

The doorkeeper of this man’s house was specifically instructed and exhorted to keep 
watch the whole time, because nobody knew when the owner would return. It could 
happen at any time! It could be in the middle of the night, early in the evening or early in 
the morning - but it would definitely be unexpected! During Roman times watch duty was 
divided into four parts of three hours each. The evening stretch was from 6 – 9 o’clock, 
midnight was from 9 – 12 o’clock, cock’s crow was from 12 – 3 o’clock and early morning 
from 3 – 6 o’clock.  

The doorkeeper was warned that he should not even think of taking a catnap. Everybody 
should be ready when the owner returns! 

Are you ready for the Second Coming of Jesus? 

Questions for clever little ears

• Do we know when the Second Coming will take place? 
• Does the narrator in this parable expect the owner to return? (Definitely!) 
• Who is represented by the man who had to go away for a while? 
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Stickers

Let us find the stickers for the “Parable of the Home Owner who went Away for a While.” 
Paste it in the right place in your Odos book. 

Discussion points

• Are you sometimes disturbed by end-time warnings such as those in 2012? Does it   
 make you afraid? Why/why not? 
• What will you honestly feel when Jesus returns to the earth? 
• Do you think that we live in the end-times? Why? (The end-times started when Jesus  
 died, we can expect His Second Coming at any time.)

Life lesson

We have to persevere until the Second Coming! Keep up your end! 

Our prayer for today

Lord Jesus, our earthly lives sometimes look so enjoyable and important, while we know 
that the only true glory that surpasses understanding is with You. May we never forget it. 

Amen 

Munchie fun
 
Chocolate eggs. At what time was the rooster’s crow shift in Roman times when on watch 
duty? Can a rooster lay eggs? 

Creative activity

Use the work sheet of a rooster’s body. Paint the children’s hands red, yellow and orange 
and let them make “feathers” for the rooster with hand patterns. At what time was the 
rooster’s crow? Do we know at what time Jesus will return? 

Bible verse for the week

Mark 13: 33

“Be on guard! Be alert! You do not know when that time will come.” 

Just for fun

The children form a circle. The teacher starts the game by saying: 
Animal
Bird or
Fish
and points to a child. The teacher counts to 10. The child has to answer within that time. If 
he is right, the game is repeated with another child. Words may not be repeated! If 
someone cannot answer within the time, he is out. Repeat until there is one or two 
winners. 
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The Parable of the Unfruitful
Fig Tree

Prepared reading for the teacher

Luke 13: 6 – 9

Resources for the teacher during the presentation of the lesson

A chopping board
A couple of small knives
Different kinds of fruit
A cup or bowl for each child
Small items (see “Just for fun”)

Lesson Content

There once was a farmer who planted a couple of fig trees in his vineyard. Every year he 
came to see whether the trees delivered a good or bad harvest. Every year one of the trees 
did not deliver any fruit. One day the farmer said to his gardener: “For three years I could 
not find a single fruit on this tree. Cut it down! Let’s plant a new tree in this one’s place.” 
But the gardener felt sorry for the tree and begged the farmer not to cut it down. He 
promised to take even better care of the tree, to dig around it and to give it fertiliser and 
enough water. The gardener added: “If all my hard work did not pay off, we can cut the 
tree down next year. Let us give the tree one more chance.” 

Jesus told this story to encourage people to be converted. In those days it was the custom 
in Palestine to plant other trees in your vineyard. This parable is about a fig tree in a 
vineyard. This reminds me of a stranger (Christian) among worldly people (the vineyard). 
The fig tree represented the Jewish people to Jesus. For three years Jesus taught them, 
cared for them, served them. But after three years, they still did not produce the fruit of a 
Christian life. They did not do His will and did not honour Him by their “fruit”. Jesus would 
be merciful to them for a little while longer (“let us spare the tree for one more year”), if 
they do not repent in this time, God’s judgement will surely come upon them. 

The first thing we notice in this parable is that the owner is looking for fruit on his tree. 
The owner (that represents God) is not interested in what the tree looks like, whether it 
has a thick trunk, whether it has beautiful leaves or whether it is a big tree. He is looking 
for one thing – fruit. It is actually quite scary if we realise what drastic measures the owner 
wants to take. “Cut the tree down!” But the gardener pleads for the tree. He takes 
responsibility to ensure that the tree will produce fruit. Without a gardener (Jesus in this 
story) an orchard will always fail.
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Questions for clever little ears

• Whom of you like fruit? 
• Which fruit are your favourite? 
• Do Christians also produce different kinds of “fruit”? Like what? 
• Who was the gardener in this story? 

Stickers

Let us find the stickers for the “Parable of the Unfruitful Fig Tree.” Paste it in the right place 
in your Odos book. 

Discussion points

• Why does God want His children to produce fruit? 
• What are the “fruit” we need to produce? (love, peace, joy…) 
• In what way do Jesus “dig around and fertilise” us? 
• If God looks at your life, does He find “fruit”? 
• What would you do if you knew you had only one more year to live? 

Life lesson

God expects you (as a Christian) to produce fruit. 

Our prayer for today

Lord Jesus, help us to produce the fruit of Your Spirit involuntarily. To be friendly, to help 
and respect other people and to love and honour You above all else. 

Amen

Munchie fun

Fruit salad for everyone. Dish a spoonful of fruit salad into disposable cups for every child 
and let each child taste it. 

Creative activity

Today we are going to make a fruit salad to remind us to produce fruit for God. Divide the 
class in groups. Each group receives a task to perform or a couple of fruit to peel or cut.  
Everyone will get a taste of the fruit salad when we have finished. 

Bible verse for the week

Luke 13: 8

“’Sir,’ the man replied, ‘leave it alone for one more year, and I’ll dig round it and fertilise 
it.’”



72

Just for fun

Put a couple of small objects on a tray and cover it with a cloth. Divide the class in two 
groups. Each group has a pen and paper. Uncover the tray and give the groups 3 minutes 
to look at the objects in silence. They must write down all the objects that they have seen. 
The group who remembers and writes down the most objects is the winner. 
Ideas for objects:
Pen, pencil, paint brush, eraser, pencil sharpener, fork, lipstick, biscuit, elastic band, small 
sweet, tea bag, nail-file, tweezer, a nut, a straw, can opener, cell phone, glasses, small 
stone, Koki, credit card, paper clip, hair clip, cotton reel, feather, egg-cup, a plaster.
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The Parable of the Mustard 
Seed

Prepared reading for the teacher

Matthew 13: 31 - 32

Resources for the teacher during the presentation of the lesson

Work sheet of a mustard seed
Small sausages
Sweet mustard
Mustard powder
Paint brushes
A blindfold or mask to cover eyes
Examples of different scents – For example: Tea bag, coffee beans, coco, lemon, washing 
powder, honey, tomato sauce, vanilla essence, marmite, tooth paste, mint, peanut butter, 
jik, tangerine

Lesson Content

Jesus tells the story of the mustard seed, which truly is a teeny-weeny seed. Someone 
planted this seed and it grew and became such a big plant that even the birds could make 
their nests in this plant. 
In this parable Jesus compares the kingdom of heaven with a small seed. He encourages 
His disciples by saying that even though what they started is small, one day it will grow to 
full glory and be revealed to everyone.

The person who sowed the seed in this parable is Jesus. Today it is our work, as His 
children, to sow these small seeds. On earth it is our work to enlarge the kingdom of God 
(to cause it to grow) in our own, as well as in other peoples’ lives. His kingdom comes on 
earth as soon as someone gives their life to Him. 

The kingdom of God does not have to be enlarged by tremendously big deeds (seed). You 
can start with something small, such as a prayer or by hugging someone. Jesus wants us 
to be faithful in the small things. Something that started small (a mustard seed) is big in 
God’s eyes. You are never too small or young to work in His kingdom. 

In the kingdom of God we will find rest. Just as the birds found rest in the branches of the 
mustard tree, we will find rest in His shade of love and grace. 
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Questions for clever little ears

• About what kind of seed is this parable?  
• From what in this story do we know that the seed became a big tree? 
• What does this small seed represent? (The kingdom of God.)

Stickers

Let us find the stickers for the “Parable of the Mustard Seed.” Paste it in the right place in your 
Odos book. 

Discussion points

• Have you ever thought about the fact that something small you do in obedience to   
 the Lord, can be changed into something big? 
• Can you think of an example?

Life lesson

In God’s eyes you are never too small, young or unimportant to work in His kingdom. 

Our prayer for today

Lord Jesus, we pray and ask You to give us the strength to be faithful to Your Word in even 
the smallest thing that we do. 

Amen

Munchie fun

Let us dip sausages in mustard sauce and taste how lovely it is. 

Creative activity

Mix mustard powder with water to make a paint. Paint the branches of the mustard tree 
with the paint. Allow the children to smell the mustard trees. This will remind us that the 
small seed will become a big tree. 

Bible verse for the week

Matthew 13: 32

“Though it is the smallest of all your seeds, yet when it grows, it is the largest of the garden 
plants and becomes a tree, so that the birds of the air come and perch in its branches.” 

Just for fun

Divide the class into two groups. They must smell something while blindfolded and try to 
identify it. The following are examples of what they can smell:
Tea bags, coffee beans, coco, lemon, washing powder, honey, tomato sauce, vanilla 
essence, marmite, tooth paste, cloves, mint, peanut butter, jik, tangerines etc.
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The Parable of the House
on the Rock

Prepared reading for the teacher

Matthew 7: 24 – 27
Luke 6: 47 - 49

Resources for the teacher during the presentation of the lesson

Various pictures of houses/rooms/furniture
Glue
Scissors
A4 paper
Marie biscuits
Brown icing
Chocolate sprinkles
Names of 5 farm animals on small pieces of paper. One for each child. 

Lesson Content

One evening Jesus went up a mountain to pray. He spent the whole night in prayer. The 
following day Jesus came down from the mountain with His disciples and taught His 
followers. Many people came from all over to hear Him preach and they brought sick 
people to be healed.

Then Jesus told the following parable. A man decided to build a house. He dug so deep for 
the foundation that he reached the rock. What a good decision it was to build the house 
on such a strong foundation! The house was barely finished when a storm came.  It rained 
and rained. Pretty soon the house was surrounded by streams of water, but the house 
stood firm and there was no permanent damage to the house. The foundation of the 
house was too strong for the storm. 

Jesus said: “People who listen to what I say, and do it, are wise.” They are like people who 
build their house on the rock. 

On the other hand there are people who hear the message of God, but do not do it. They 
are like a man who wanted to build his house quickly. He did not want to go to any trouble 
and built his house on the sand, without digging good foundations. When the storm hit 
that house, it collapsed within minutes. Nothing remained of that house! What a foolish 
man. His whole life was built on sand. This man’s life will collapse when the first crisis hit 
him. 

If you hear the word of God and live according to His Word, your life is built on a firm 
foundation.  Your life house will not collapse with the first crisis to hit you. Your life is built 
on the Eternal Rock – Jesus Christ. 
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Questions for clever little ears

• What happened to the house of the man who dug deep foundations? 
• What happened to the house of the foolish, lazy man? 

Stickers

Let us find the stickers for the “Parable of the House on the Rock.” Paste it in the right 
place in your Odos book. 

Discussion points

• What does the “streams of water” refer to in this story? 
• Who should be every Christian’s rock? 
• Do you know of someone who went through a crisis and his faith was 
 strengthened? What happened? 

Life lesson

You have a choice whether you build your hope on Christ or on idols. 

Our prayer for today

Lord Jesus, we must be honest and admit we do not like to go through a crisis or have a 
bad experience. Thank you that we know that you carry us through every experience. May 
our faith be strengthened every day because You are our Rock.
 
Amen 

Munchie fun

Today we are going to make rock biscuits. Decorate the Marie biscuit with brown icing. 
Cover it with chocolate sprinkles. Ensure that Jesus is always your Rock! 

Creative activity

Today we will make a collage of houses. Each child receives a couple of pages and can cut 
out and paste the pictures they want on an A4 paper. In this parable the one man built a 
beautiful, strong house, while the other man built a shabby house. What kind of house is 
beautiful to you? 

Bible verse for the week

Luke 6: 49

“But the one who hears my words and does not put them into practice is like a man who 
built a house on the ground without a foundation. The moment the torrent struck that 
house, it collapsed and its destruction was complete.” 

Just for fun

Choose 5 farm animals (for example a cow, pig, sheep, chicken and a dog). Write the 
names on small pieces of paper. One for each child in the group. The children must move 
around and make the sound of the animal on their piece of paper and in so doing find the 
other members of their group. The group who found all their members first, is the winner. 
The papers can be taken in and handed out again if the game was over too quickly. 
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The Parable of the Treasure

Prepared reading for the teacher

Matthew 13: 44

Resources for the teacher during the presentation of the lesson

Sweets in the form of a bracelet or necklace 
Christmas trees (already cut out). Three for each child
Stars
Glue
Ribbon
A few crowns/paper bands with names of Bible characters written on it

Lesson Content

There was increasing misunderstanding about Jesus and rejection of Him by the Jews. Not 
all of them understood Jesus’ parables, but He explained it to His disciples. 

Then Jesus told another parable. To have God as your Lord is so special that it can be 
compared to someone who discovered a treasure. One day a poor labourer discovered by 
chance a very valuable treasure. But this treasure was in someone else’s field! The poor 
labourer could not take the treasure, because the field did not belong to him. Therefore he 
covered the treasure again and started to make plans. 

He would sell all that he owned (total commitment) to get the treasure. The man sold all 
his possessions and bought the piece of land legally. Now the treasure belonged to him! 
What earthly riches and glory awaited him! 

To share in the glory of God (the treasure) we also must be willing to give up everything 
else in our lives. 

Questions for clever little ears

• Who discovered the treasure?
• What did he do then?
• How many of his possessions did the man sell to buy the field? 
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Stickers

Let us find the stickers for the “Parable of the Treasure.” Paste it in the right place in your 
Odos book. 

Discussion points

• What in your life is very precious to you?  
• Why is it precious?
• What would you do if you discovered such a valuable treasure? 
• Is God more important to you than money? 

Life lesson

To have Jesus as Lord is more valuable than any earthly treasure. 

Our prayer for today

Lord Jesus, we all dream of discovering a treasure and what we would do with all the 
money. Please don’t allow us to miss the true treasure. 

Amen 

Munchie fun

When we think of a treasure, we usually think of jewels and money. Here we have sweets 
in the form of a bracelet/necklace to remind us of the greatest treasure ever – Jesus!

Creative activity

Our greatest treasure is Jesus and we celebrate His birth at Christmas. We are going to 
make a decoration for our Christmas trees. Each child receives 3 trees of different sizes. 
The one is glued on top of the other. Decorate it with stars. Glue the ribbon at the back, so 
that the decoration can be hung on your tree. 

Bible verse for the week

Matthew 13: 44

“The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field. When a man found it, he hid it 
again, and then in his joy went and sold all he had and bought that field.” 



80

Just for fun

Make a few crowns or paper bands and write names of characters from the Bible on it. 
Choose a child to come and sit in front of the rest of the children with the crown on his 
head. He must not see what is written on the crown. He may ask questions of the class to 
find out who he is, but they may only answer yes or no. For example: 

Moses

Was he in the OT or NT? (Sorry, only yes and no answers are allowed.)
Is it a man? Yes
Was he in a well? No
Was he in the desert? Yes
Was he in the ark? No
Keep going until the child guesses the right answer. Give another child a chance. 
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The Parable about the Duty of 
a Servant 

Prepared reading for the teacher

Luke 17: 7 - 10

Resources for the teacher during the presentation of the lesson

A flask of tea
Cup/mug for each child
Rusks or biscuits to dip in the tea
A small dish-cloth for each child
Cut out felt heart for everyone
Fabric glue

Lesson Content

Jesus told this parable to explain to His disciples what their attitude towards their good 
deeds and works should be.  There was always the danger that the apostles would expect 
honour when they executed their duties. Jesus warned them that they did not deserve any 
honour and have nothing to be proud of. 

When you employ somebody to work in your garden, to make your food, to work in your 
fields or to take care of your flock, do you say to the labourer: “Oh, come and rest for a 
while. I can see you are tired?” No, the master of the labourers will rather say: “Come now, 
prepare the food, put on a clean apron to create a good impression and serve me and my 
guests. Afterwards you should clean up and then you can rest for a while and eat 
something.” 

The attitude of the disciples should be the same as that of a servant. Someone who has to 
work hard, someone who cannot go home for any old reason, who has to serve the master 
and his guests and to execute all the master’s wishes. Jesus is the disciples’ master, of 
course! A master does not go on his knees to beg his servants to do their work. We, as the 
servants of Jesus, must behave in the same way. We must be glad that Jesus chose us to 
be His servants. It is our duty (and our work) to do what Jesus and God ask of us. 
When the disciples have performed all their duties, they must realise that they still have 
not earned anything. God rewards His servants by His grace, they cannot lay claim to any 
reward. Your attitude must show your willingness to serve. 

Questions for clever little ears

• What will the master NOT say to a labourer? 
• Why not?
• Whose servants are we actually? 
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Stickers

Let us find the stickers for the “Parable about the Duty of a Servant.” Paste it in the right 
place in your Odos book. 

Discussion points

• What kind of employee do you want to be one day? (Mention characteristics such as  
 loyal, faithful, hardworking etc.)
• For whom do we actually work? 

Life lesson

Everything we receive from God as a reward for our work, we receive by grace. We deserve 
nothing! 

Our prayer for today

Lord Jesus, sometimes we are so presumptuous and say things such as: I will not work for 
so little money! We want to work for You for nothing! We want to be diligent and 
submissive to you. 

Amen 

Munchie fun

At work, employees usually have a tea break. Who wants tea and biscuits? 

Creative activity

Each child receives a dish-cloth and a felt heart. Glue the heart with fabric glue in the 
corner of the dish-cloth. This is a gift for Mommy, to show her that we want to do small 
jobs for her (but especially for God) around the house. We do it with love in our hearts. 

Bible verse for the week

Luke 17: 10

“So you also, when you have done everything you were told to do, should say, ‘We are 
unworthy servants; we have only done our duty.’” 

Just for fun

Today we are forming our own secret groups. We have a bear team (one handshake), a 
tortoise team (two handshakes), a wolf team (three handshakes) and an elephant team 
(four handshakes). Decide quietly by yourself in which team you want to be. All of you will 
walk around in the class and shake each other’s hand. Remember, we must be quiet! If 
you greet someone who is in the same team as you, you two stay together and try to find 
other team members. When everyone has found their teams, the teams sit down together. 
Now you can introduce yourselves to each other and also tell each other in which school 
you are. 
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The Parable of the 
Unmerciful Creditor

Prepared reading for the teacher

Matthew 18: 21 - 35

Resources for the teacher during the presentation of the lesson

Sour sweets  
Work sheet of an empty bag
Pencils (Grey HB)
R5 coins. One per child

Lesson Content

One day Peter wanted to know: “How many times do I have to forgive someone who treats 
me wrong? Seven times?”  

The Jews and Rabbis of Biblical times taught people that even God will forgive someone’s 
sin or trespass only three times. It is almost as if Peter wanted to boast by asking whether 
he should forgive someone seven times. But Jesus took the wind out of Peter’s sails by 
saying: “Not seven times, but 70 x 7!” Do not count how many times you have to forgive 
someone. Forgiveness keeps on and on. Then Jesus told a parable to His disciples to 
explain what he meant. A king was settling his accounts and determining who owes him 
money. The king realised that one of his servants owed him an enormous amount of 
money. It is interesting to note that the amount was so big that it was unpayable. The 
amount mentioned in the Greek Bible is the biggest numerical number known in those 
times. Today we will say: “innumerable”. The king had the right to sell the man, his wife 
and his children as slaves to repay the debt. The terrified servant fell on his knees before 
the king and begged him for mercy. “Please give me another chance!” 

He promised the king that he would pay back the money. (Do you think this was possible?) 
The king felt sorry for the man and decided to write off his debt. “You can go home – you 
do not owe me anything.” 

The king probably excused this man a couple of times before, otherwise he would not 
have been indebted to such an enormous amount. The king did not give the man only 
what he asked for, but much more. The man only asked for more time to pay the debt, but 
the king wrote off the debt. His debt was so huge that there would have been no end to 
his punishment. Our sins are so big that if God should punish us, there will also be no end 
to the punishment. All of us would end up in hell. 

When the man left the king’s palace, he met an acquaintance who owed him a small 
amount of money. He grabbed the man and started to choke him and yelled: “Pay me what 
you owe me!” The man could not pay him immediately and begged him to give him more 
time.  But even though the man begged for mercy, the king’s servant had the man thrown 
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into prison. This man could not forgive his fellow-servant even though he begged him 
for mercy with EXACTLY the same words he himself used before the king. I wonder why? 
Maybe he thought that in some way he deserved to be forgiven, while this man does not 
deserve it? His debt to the king was 600 000 times bigger than the amount this man owed 
him. It is like R20 million in contrast with R9 000! R9 000 was almost a labourer’s wages 
for 100 days. This is how much the second man owed.  

Servants of the king saw what happened and went to tell the king. The king immediately 
called the first man in: “You wicked scoundrel! Shame on you! Because you begged me 
for mercy, I wrote off your debt, but look what you have done now!” The king was so angry 
that he threw the man into prison where he was tortured. 
God forgives on one condition: You must forgive others. God will act exactly like the king 
in this parable if we do not forgive other people totally. God will always give us a chance to 
repent. His love cannot be measured in numbers. No person has more sins than another!  
We all fall short of the glory of God. 

Questions for clever little ears

• How many times should a person forgive someone else according to the Rabbis’   
 teaching? 
• How many times should we forgive a person according to Jesus? 
• Did the first servant owe a lot of money? How do we know that? 

Stickers

Let us find the stickers for the “Parable of the Unmerciful Creditor.” Paste it in the right 
place in your Odos book. 

Discussion points

• Do you sometimes measure your sins against another person’s and think: Oh, I am   
 not that bad? (Remember, then you are exactly like the first servant!) 
• How many times did God forgive you already? 
• Are there people in your life whom you must forgive or for whom you must say you   
 are sorry? 

Life lesson

You need God’s forgiveness every day. Remember God’s forgiveness has one condition – 
you must forgive other people. 

Our prayer for today

Give an opportunity for silent prayer today so that each child can confess before God and 
beg His forgiveness.  

Amen

Munchie fun 

Sour sweets  to remind us that other people sometimes do something bad to us or behave 
in a “sour” manner towards us.



86

Creative activity

Work sheet of an empty bag. A R5 coin for every child. Put your coin under a piece of 
paper and scratch with your pencil until the image of the coin appears on the paper. Fill 
your bag with these coins. Even if someone owes you an “innumerable” debt, you must 
still forgive them. How many coins of money did you draw in your bag? How much is      
70 x 7? 

Bible verse for the week

Matthew 18: 22

“Jesus answered, ‘I tell you, not seven times, but seventy-seven times.’” (The question 
was: How many times do I have to forgive my brother when he sins against me?)

Just for fun

The children sit in a circle. If you were the king in this story, and you could make one law, 
what would it be? Do not think of big things like world peace, but something small that 
will make your life better, for example longer breaks at school, or no more broccoli. Each 
child gets a chance. Who do you think made the best new law? 
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The Parable of the Growing
Seed

Prepared reading for the teacher

Mark 4: 26 - 29

Resources for the teacher during the presentation of the lesson

Bean salad
A small bowl/paper plate or saucer for each child (they will keep it) 
Beans
Circles of cotton wool  
Paper and pen for each child

Lesson Content

Jesus said that God’s kingdom can be compared to a man who sows seed. The seed 
sprouts and grows by itself while the farmer continues with his everyday life. He sleeps, 
wakes up and works while the seed is growing. Why the seed sprouts and grows the farmer 
does not really know. He only knows: This is the way it happens! First there is only a tiny 
stalk, then it grows until there is an ear, then the full kernel in the ear. Until the harvest is 
ready. Then the farmer reaps his harvest. 

The message of Jesus with this parable is that when Jesus came to the earth, the kingdom 
of God came near. The kingdom of God has already come here on earth, but people still 
need to grow and produce fruit. They still have to ripen for the harvest (judgement day). 
The kingdom of God on earth had a small beginning with Jesus’ coming to earth, but it is 
growing for sure. People from all over the world will be included in this kingdom. Jesus 
did not want to speak too clearly about this at this stage, because the people could not 
understand it at all. Jesus brought the kingdom of God to us – He sowed the seed of the 
kingdom. The kingdom must grow and increase on earth until the Second Coming of Jesus 
when the harvest will be gathered (the believers will be gathered together). 

The sower (Jesus) sowed the seed (proclaimed the word of God) but the Holy Spirit did not 
let the seed sprout and grow . The sower (Jesus) is not careless, but he needs to leave the 
seed on its own to develop gradually until the harvest is ready. The harvest time refers to 
the judgement day – until then the kingdom of God will be expanding on earth! 

Questions for clever little ears

• What did the sower do?
• Who is the sower actually? 
• What happens when the harvest is ready? 

26
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Stickers

Let us find the stickers for the “Parable of the Growing Seed.” Paste it in the right place in 
your Odos book. 

Discussion points

• Do we know when the harvest will be ready? (No, not at all.)
• Do you think there are still people every day who accept Jesus as their Saviour? 
• What can cause a person to be unprepared for the judgement day? 

Life lesson

As a Christian you have the Word of God – the Bible – as a guide. Use it and be prepared 
for the judgement day. 

Our prayer for today

Lord Jesus, we want to sprout and grow and produce fruit for You. Be merciful to us and 
let us grow in faith and deeds. 

Amen 

Munchie fun

Today we are going to find out what beans taste like. Bring a bit of bean salad and allow 
everyone to taste it. (Do not bring the beans still in a can, otherwise the children will think 
that beans come from a can!)

Creative activity

We are going to see how beans sprout. Give each child a small bowl (milk bottle caps work 
well), two circles of cotton wool and two beans. Explain what a seed needs to grow 
(sunlight, water and soil). For the bean to sprout we need water and sunlight. Moisten the 
cotton wool and put the beans in the cotton wool. Put it in a sunny corner in your room. 
Next week we want to hear whose beans sprouted. 

Bible verse for the week

Mark 4: 29

“As soon as the grain is ripe, he puts the sickle to it, because the harvest has come.” 

Just for fun

Give a piece of paper to each child. They must write their own name in big letters in the 
middle of the paper. The children move around and must add other names, as in a cross-
word puzzle. When the time is past everyone must say how many names they wrote.  The 
one who wrote the most names wins. 

For Example:
       
    W    I L L I A M
      N           A
      G            R E T H A
      E            K    
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27The Parable of the Net 

Prepared reading for the teacher

Mark 13: 47 - 50

Resources for the teacher during the presentation of the lesson

Marshmallow fish
Drinking straws
Paint
Work sheet of fish
A4 paper
Glue
Crayons

Lesson Content

Jesus told a parable about fishing to His disciples. There were quite a few fishermen 
among them, so they understood this parable quite well. 

Jesus said: “You know that all kinds of fish are caught in the nets in the Sea of Galilee, 
don’t you?” Mostly they used drag nets. A drag net was a big net that was pulled by boat 
into the sea. When the net was full, it was dragged to the side with ropes.

On the shore the fishermen sat down and sorted the fish they caught. The fish which could 
be eaten are put to one side, but the other fish were thrown away. Remember that often a 
lot of rubbish is also caught in a drag net.

In this story the net that was full refers to the judgement day. 

On the last day the bad people will be judged by God. He will do as the fishermen did and 
throw all the “bad, useless” fish away. Until then the nets must be let down and people 
must be told about the salvation of God. The disciples of Jesus could understand this 
parable very well. They knew that it meant that the people who lived according to God’s 
will, will be with God on the judgement day, but the people who did not care for God, will 
go to hell. All weeping and begging will be in vain then. 

Questions for clever little ears

• In which way were the fish caught in this parable? 
• When was the net pulled to the shore? (When it was full.)
• What happened to the edible fish? 

Stickers

Let us find the stickers for the “Parable of the Net.” Paste it in the right place in your Odos 
book. 
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Discussion points

• What type of fish are there in the net at your school? (Good and bad) 
• What do the “bad fish” at school look like? (They swear, smoke, drink, are 
 disobedient…)
• Do you think you are ready for the judgement day? What does your life look like? 

Life lesson

As a Christian you have to live in such a way that you are always ready for the judgement 
day. 

Our prayer for today

Lord Jesus, we want to be fishers of men! We want to “catch” other people for Your 
kingdom. Help us to be fearless when we tell other people about You. 

Amen 

Munchie fun

We eat marshmallow fish today to remind us to be fishers of men. 

Creative activity

Use the paint and your drinking straw and blow a lot of water plants on your A4 paper. 
Colour the fish, cut them out and glue them on your paper among the water plants. 

Bible verse for the week

Mark 13: 48

“When it was full, the fishermen pulled it up on the shore. Then they sat down and 
collected the good fish in baskets, but threw the bad away.” 

Just for fun

Each child receives a small piece of paper. Write something on the paper about yourself 
that you think nobody knows. Throw all the pieces of paper in a bowl. The children sit in 
a circle on the carpet. The first child chooses a piece of paper, reads it and tries to guess 
whose piece of paper it is. If he guesses correctly he gets another chance. If he was wrong, 
the next child gets a chance. Continue until everyone had a chance. 
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Recipies for Odos lessons

Uncooked soft clay

Ingredients
2 cups of flour
½ cup of salt
1 T oil
Food colouring

Method
1. Mix water and oil together
2. Mix with the flour and salt
3. Kneed untill it looks like bread dough
4. Add water if necessary
5. Add food colouring
6. Knead untill colouring is evenly distributed
7. Store in an air tight holder

Cooked soft clay
Ingredients
2 cups of flour
5 T Cream of Tartare
1 cup salt
2 cups water
5 T oil
Food colouring

Method
1. Mix all the ingredients together
2. Stir over high heat untill the mixture clings to the wooden spoon
3. Lower the temperature
4. Keep on stiring untill you reach the prefered consistency
5. Knead for 2 minutes
6. Store in an air tight container
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Uncooked salt clay
Ingredients
2 cups of flour
2 cups of salt
2 cups alum (available at a pharmacy)

Metode
1. Mix all the ingredients together
2. Add water little by little untill the mixture clings to your hands
3. Knead
4. Use immediately and do not store

Lemonade recipe
Ingredients
1 cup sugar
1 cup water (for the syrup)
1 cup lemon juice
3 – 4 cups cold water to dilute the mixture

Method
1. Mix sugar and water and heat over a low temperature untill the sugar disolves
2. Prepare the lemon juice
3. Add the syrup and the water together and dilute with 3 - 4 cups of cold water. Store in the   
 refrigerator. Serve with a slice of lemon. If the drink is too sweet, add a little bit more of the
 lemon juice.
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